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PREFACE.

[
i

- THE present catalogue canngt be better described than in the words of the
preface to the first edition. * It is simply a classified list of eight or nine
thousand Educational bocks now in use in this country, issued by nearly
one hundred and fifty publishers.’ Now, however, the vumber of titles
presented to the reader iz nearer fifteent theusand than eight or nine thousand.
From this. it would naturally be expected that the catalogue should be half
as large again as it was before. It is so, in effect, though not apparently.
By a modification of plan, the same ameunt of space has been made to hold
much more than in the earlier edition,

Direcmess and gimplicity of reference have been the aim throughout.
Observing this, it has been found possible to dispense with a great many
cross references, by which means room has been much economised. The
omission of the letters. 8. K, that preceded a large proportion of the titles in

- the previous Issue, has helped in the same divection. 5 K. signified that
such and soch hooks were to be found i the umrivalled collection of
educational literature at the South Kensington Museum. But as nearly
every work that can be desired is almost as = matter of course to be found
there, it has been thought that- ©5. K.’ might, without much lessening the
value of the catalogue for reference, be omitted. Doing so has given space
for about one thousand lines, meaning many more than that number of tifles.
In one case that could be named, six books {or different editions) are quoted
in one line. This sort of compression also makes the catzlogue seem less
than itis. In sirict parlance, the book is no larger than it was before, while
the gwfume is, at least, half as much again,

For those who have been in the habit of consulting the first edition, it
may be usefill to state what plan has been followed in the arrangement of
the present edition. As far as possible, titles are presented in the catalogue
as they present themselves to the mind of the inguirer. Thus, books on
Arithmetic are found instantly under ®Arithmetic,' on Dynamics under
f Dynamics,’ and so on, without the intervention of * Mathematics’ ; putting
only under * Mathematical’ works that do mnot readily fll under a special
head. The Greekand Latin classics, with their translations, aggarafus, &c
are found at once under their respective names, all information regarding
them being grouped together in one place. This plan has, 2% =3y e, ooe
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advantage over putting the classics under ‘Greek ' and  Latin' respectively.
The reader, if he happen to forget whether an awthor is 2 Greek or Latin,
is not baulked in his reference, and does not go away—a thing quite
possible—under the impression that there exists mothing on the classic he
has failed to find.

Information about countries is geographically given. Under ‘England’
are found the ntlaces, works on geography and history, maps, &c that
concern themselves with it Under Hindostan the student finds quoted
works on the geography, history, languages, &c. of our Indian Empire and
jts allied countries, from the borders of Persia to the Malayan Peninsula and
Burmsh, from Central Asia to the East Indian Archipelago, and so on. 1t
may be added, that ¢ Oriental® has been preferred to *Asatic’ as a general
heading, because it avoids certain awkwardnesses. To take a case, the
heading ¢ Asiatic’ as a substitute for ' Oriental* would exclude Turkey, in
part ; Egypt altogether. .

Chefs dewvre of English, French, and German literature dre now put
under the headings English, French, and German fClassics’ respectively,
keeping nnder * Reader’ selections from sepevaf authors, only. -

Books on two subjects are penerally classed under the first of the two,
Where one of the classes s comparatively poor in its number of books, as
¢ Mensuration” compared with fArithmetic, the work is classed under
Menznration: English and familiar words are, used as far as possihle,
¢ Memory* takes the place of ‘ Mnemonies,” ‘Short-hand ’ of *Stenography.’

¢ Globes ’ are not how with geography, but form a class by themselves.
For, with some, there are spheres celestial as well as spheres terrestrial.
Geography, as its name implies, would confine them to the earth,

Those who have not tried it, have no idea of the occasional difficulty
of finding a class for a book ; sometimes, indeed, of knowing what it treats
of. An example will be found in the present work. While it was passing
through the press,a bock (the ##%, that Is to say) on ¢ Kinematics’ presented
itselfl. The class ' Dynamics’ was already printed off It has been put
under ‘ Gymnastics,' which the Greek root of * Kinematics” justifies, especially
when ! Kinestpathy,” or the movement cure, is thought of The point is,
hat, now and then, in meking a catalogue from Atkes meraly, the drift of a
work cannot be gathered.

During the printing of the catalogue, an important work has under-
gone a change of price that may be worth mentioning here. foknston's Royal
A#las contains now additional maps, and is mised to six guineas,
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