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SUGGESTIONS.

&e. &ec.

Tmcu. was published in the National Intelligencer
of the 5th-0‘fr;‘ebruary, an extrset of a letter !frum
William C. Somerville, Esq. to Mr. Garnett, a Rep-
resentative from VYirginia, on the general subjeet of
Presidential Elections.  After reading, as lJ have
done more than once, the very able and candid
% Address of the Westmoreland Convention,’” ascer-
tained to be from the pen of the same gentlemar, I
was predisposed to receive in a favourable manmer,
any thing which might emanate from so enlightened
and fair a soarce; and I can truly say, that this pre-

ssession has been confirmed by persing the arts-
cle in question.

Of the importance of the subject there discussed
it would be superfluows te speak- The numerows
and ineffectual attempts to amend the electoral
tem, and the practical evils and enormous injustice
which have jast been seen to result from it im seve-
ral states and districts, declare most emphaticaily
that a reformation ought 1o be made; and the pre-
sent appears to me a favoorable moment for calling
the attention of the republic to the subject, not enly
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because the recollection and conviction of the defects
of the existing system are fresh and streng upon our
minds, but because, from the recent happy consum-
m_antmm.mgtjgugl_clﬂm?ﬁl%se\@ﬂm
cessation of personal and partial views, the great
atelleets of the nation are in a state to examine and
+ decide the question with a single eye to the rublic

ood, and to the future prosperity and tranquillity of
the country. Indeed, it am:ears to me impossible
that any amendment should ever he made, if i is
agitated only when the nation is in the heal and fer-
ment of the Presidential contest; as well might a
commander attempt te introtluce a new sysiem of
tactics on the morning of a great battle.

With these impressions, and having some months
age become convinced of the propriet}* of address-
ing to my fellow citizens some reflections upon this
matter, it was with great pleasure that | receiy-
ed the remarks of Mr. Somervilie, both ob aceount
of their subject and their source. ) '

One further prelimmary observation seems to me
to be proper. It caomot, I think, be denied, that

ropositions {o amend the Constitation of the United

tates, oripinating from Congress, and still more
those originating from State Legislatures, are view-
ed with much circumspection and jealousy by the
people. This 35 extremely patural and salutary. It
presents a strong barrier to the rage of rash innova-
tion, and to therﬁevity of flippant projectors. Too
great a facility of setroducing amendments would be
worse than an absolute prcﬁnihitiun of any amend-
ment whatscever. Itis therefore peculiarly proper
that the changes of which we are so jealous; should
be suggested, discussed, and recommended by the
people themselves; and more esPeciaIly a cﬁanfge
m regard to the election of President, which, if it
be a beneficial one, may go fo abridge, or annul the
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electoral power now residing in the popular branch
of Congress. However manifest it might be made,
that a change to that effect would be highly desira-
ble, | doubt extremely whether the present House
of Representatives, or any House 0¥ Representa-
tives that we shall ever have, would have magna-
nimity enough to propese it, unless specially in-
structed and obligaled at the time of their election
so to do. 1 have never felt much of the prevailin%
horror at the idea of an election by the House o
Representatives; on the contrary, of it must final-
ly be made, or rather compleied. by any power
but the people, that is unduubtedly the body to do
it Sull I thiok there is a preferable way, aud this
is almost the only peint upon which | differ from
Mr. Samerville, aud not materially perhaps upon thi.

If the foltowing remarks produce no ather eifeet,
they may at least contribute to carry un the discus-
sion, which that gentleman has happily begun; and,
if a moderate portion of the intellectnal force of the
country can be concentrated, and brought to bear
upen this impertant and difficult question, i am per-
suaded that we shall in a short time arrive at a safe
and satisfactory result; and that the process of dis-

cussing and maturing the magter through the public
p{eﬁiﬂl,pm_lzazuhupuhlk_mjmmumceptim,
when il shall be presented in a formal wanner,

whether by a National or State Legislature,

In Mr. Somervilie’s estimate of the evils incident
to the choice by electors chosen either by geseral
ticket or by distriets, there is po one capable, of com-
prehending the simplest mathematical truth, who
must not concur ; and who must not also be dismay-
ed at the frightful anomaly which it presents in our
political system. Take the single fact that Mr. Ad-
ams had morc of the people’s votes in Maryland than
General Jackson, and yet obtained not s0 many

electoral votes as his rival !
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i do not entirely concur in the objections of Mr.
Somerville, nor o{y s the Federalist,” to a choice of
wlectors by the State Legilatures under certain
ragulations; bui this is a question into which [ shall
not enter, for the mam feature of the plan which
bas some montha existed in my mindy, and which |
witendad at 2 mnv::ic;r:a !;iay to m:alluzi public, ii to
swesp bff ot omee siem of eleclors. et
thers bfnu- po-betwesns in I?e casg‘ The people
wish to proceed direcaly to their object, and to know
who they are voting for—uot as a proay, but as Pre-
sident. o fact, they do not well understand this
ecmpliceted machinery of dectors. 1 do not believe
that there is one voter out of fifty in New-England,
who knows or wishes to knew avy thing abont it
The only question at the late eleetion was, “ what
tieket must | put infor Adams” or “ what for Craw-
ford ™ ‘There was no inguiry about the opinions or
pretensions of the eleciors.

In addition to these facts, and to the reasoms ad-
thuced by M. Bomerville, it ought to be remember-
ed that the gubernatorial elections in the several
vates, (which, with two or three exceptions, are by
= direct vote of the pecple,) being more frequent,
erd more familiar to their mnde than the Presiden-
tial, ncline them by the force of habit, and the au-
thority of example, to procced m the same way in
both. ‘This is natural, and i the true spirit of out
federative imstitutions ; which 1 to learn on a small
seste those political lessons and praetical duties,
which we are to apply on a wider gromd, and to
g;:atar objects ; in the same manner as we learn
the distances, magmitudes, and motions of the hea-
ﬂl‘l? bodwes from an orrery. In truth, it may well
be donhted whether our local governments are more
indispemcable to provide for local wants, than they
ive as scheols ulP politicat phitosophy, in which to
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form statesen, legnlutors, and even republican citie
gens for the pation. i

I most cordially agree therefore with Mr. Somer-
vilte, to have o dafervention of elesiors. In what
other mode, then, shall the people’s will in regard
to their chief magistrate be expressed ?

On this peini my own ideas have diffiered some-
what from those advancad by Mr, B.; but on redlege
tion, I am induced to reject my own, and prefer hi
provided a certain difficulty of which 1 shali beres
after spenk, be removed. o ; . @

A part of my project was to vote in esch state
for President as we do for Governors ar Representas
tives 1o Congress : that ie, that all the ‘qualified voiem,
who vote for any state or baticnal officer, should
give in their vates for President in their respsciive
towns and counties ; that the votes should be returs
ed to the Governors or Legislatures of the respec
tive states; be there sorted, counted and transmit-
ted to the Prosident of the senate, and then be pro-
ceeded with in the same manper as the electoral
votes now are.

By this plan the #ooe electoral votes which each
state has in virtue of its sowereignly, would be
lost. This would be 2 sacrifice to which the smalk
er states would not probably consent ; although I do
not myself perceive that it would be very impor-
tant ; unless it be that Zheoretically it savours a hitle
too much of consolidaticn. . Such a proposition
would be likely howerer to encounter a sirong of
sition, even though it could be clearly shown that
no ﬁ»racticak evil, nor real danger of consolidation
would result from it, and therefore it ia that I pre.
fer this part of Mr. Somerville’s plan to my own
His plan retains for the states this cherished notion
of sovereigniy, mors cherished and more dear just -

in proportion as it is founded in fancy and political
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superstition. Perhaps these words wiil be thought
to require some explanation. There is not a citizen
of the United States, who vaiues more highly than I
do the federative system, and the state powers
which st s's’lf:lunded. It 8 'a beautiful and celestial
system. The world is now pretty well convinced
t this princ.ipla of .émperia in imperio is the
greatest dwcovery that was ever made in poli
tical science ; but I camnot be' ignorant both from
bistory and from observation, that there i a faney
or an affectation of calling these states separate and
dependent merniﬁfsa ; & mode of speech which
& erroneous, and which Like all error, may uitimate-
ly lead to pernicious consequences, and in fact has
iread lead to such comsequences. How can that
be called a sovereign state o the extended and true
sense of the term, which has no power over foreign
or - eyen domestic commerce; which cannot lev
or employ a military force except on certain speci-
oceasions, a8 & sheriff of a county may ¢ which
bas peither puise nor sword—which can make no
treaties, form no alliances ; and which sccording to
the constitution to which she herself while yet she was
ign, consented, can be Imo inveded, treated
a8 8 Nﬂ. subdued and reducuﬁythat subordinate
ace in the system which she roposed and agreed
to fill ; and which the public safety and general good
require that she should fill. The truth iz that the
states have still very large, beneficial and invatua-
ble powers, powers essential to the existence of the
republic; and if they ever have been, or ever shall
be in danger; it has not heen and will not bhe from
those who wish to confine them within their true
ﬂmstitutiom(iiliﬂﬁb;h b;t from thpsehwho would ex-
rate and stretch them fo suit the part reji-
: ﬁ and passions of & day. - Ambitimf: 'n{euij .-1{111
disappointed parties when out of power in the na



