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THE PROVIDENCE OF GOOD

PROTECTION IN BUSINESS

LL persons who are deing the world's work are
engaged in enterprises which supply in one way
or another the needs of their fellow men, and in return
for their labors & just wage is supposed to meet their
need. In the business field the belief in evil, how-
ever, works such havee upon the idesla and purposes
and plang with which men set puf that the moat
sturdy and the most honcst often meet misfortunc;
trials wultiply about the best endeavors, and failures
crowd thickly where soccess shonld stand. To this
unhappy condition Christian Science brings a positive
remedy, for it teachej each individusl to conguer his
own belief in evil, and 8o begins to set him free from
the effects of the gencral helief in evil,

Many men in the business life have wrought out
much of that spirit which is called the golden rule.
Heand in hand with this endeavor, however, has gone
the fear of calamity snd the educated czpectation
that avarice and greed will prevail where aimple good-
ness fails. Fxperience points to this as fact, say the
worldly-wise. Christian Science reverses this belief,
and proves step by step in the life of its followers
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that right thinking and right doing prevail by divine
suthority. The main issoe lies in this: the well-
meaning business map uninstructed by Christian
"Science believes and fears that his best efforts to do
right may be unavailing, for he thinks that evil has
power; the same man enlightened by some under-
standing of Christian Science will learn that cvil is
not endowed by God with power, and that he himself
must not invest it with power, end that he may resson-
ably expect his righteous endeavors to be blessed. 5o
Christian Science changes the situstion,

The Christian Scientist's chiefest coocern in his
business life iz whether or not he is obeying the
demands of God in every detsil of his work; whether
he is choosing that which will bring the greatest good
to the greatest number rather than that which brings
good only to himself; whether he serves his emplover
83 he bimself would like to be served; whether he
apares his competiter as he would like to be apared;
whether, in short, be loves his neighbor as himaelf,
Being a Christisn Scientist i indeed an albruistic
business. It eslls far the surrender of self-interest,

. thet the welfare of the whole may be considered. It
teaches man to find his life, as did the master Chris-
tien, by laying it down for others. The business world
sorely needa thia apirit; for what calls more urgently
for purification than polities and business the world
over! What is mare vital than the relabion of capital
and lsbor, producer and consumer, employer and em-
ployes? What more important than salvation in the
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workshop, the factory, the merkets, and the ficlds?
Surely, “an angel with a @aming sword" should come
among we! And secing this, the Christian Seientist
strives to be, like his Master, about his “Father's
business™ first, knowing that all will be well with him
if he succeeds in serving God.

Having then the demand of his God for his first
copcern, and discerning through the teaching of Chris-
tian Science thet Ged is Principle, and that as Prin-
ciple He is available in the mioutie of human affairs,
the business man thereby insures protection for his
bosiness. Christan Science does not promise him
that he shall have all he geta his heart upon; that
whatever his will cutlines shall be accomplished; that
he of himeelf can dominate anything. Such mental
methods are of bhuman origin apd have nothing in
common with Christlikeness; and the Cheiatiun Secien-
tist must watch lest he miatake the belicf of commer-
vial success or worldly advancement for the evidences
of divine protection and supply. The kingdom of
God is the thing to seek; the success in homan affairs
which is “added’”” to the righteons seeker is far dfer-
ent from the perishing suecess of selfish plans and
policies, The one is the shifting and insecure effect
of the human will; the other the multiplication of
good, God-blessed,

The very first lessons in Christian Srcience teach
the beginner this distinction, and sneonrage the activ-
ity of good in all his work, The student sees the
medieval belief that might is right displaced by a
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growing righteousness thet proves its own might am
fast as [t i8 adopted and practised. He sees the doe-
trine of the “survival of the fittest’' newly applied,
broadly and uwniversally, in the survival of good every-
where, and in the destroction of evil. He loses pleas-
ure in selfish gain and finde his joy in the business
of bringing good to others. Doing this, he places him-
self under the protection of the divine Mind which he
is striving to serve, and his business, whatever outward
form it may take, thrives accordingly. If his own
mentel attitnde is right, the law of God becomes a law
in his life and in all his affairs, and he may expect
help and protection from it fo the extect he demon-
strates it. In this way Christian Science rescues the
business man; fitse him for a troer service; perfects
him in what he is doing; finds for him better things
to do, or makes him cuntent with what he finds to do;
gives him, in short, 2 wiscr, happice, sweeter spirit In
all his relations with his fellow men. This is itaelf
sucecss, and brings success. The understanding of
Truth, as Christian Sclence teaches it, makes a mortal
first worthy of protection, and then protects him.



