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THE FOUNDATION.

m N June 6, 1899, the Trustees of the Univer-
B sity of Pennsylvania accepted from the
LE] Rev. George Dana Boardman, D.D.,
LL.D., and his wife a Deed of Gift, providing for
a foundation to be known as “The Boardman
Lectureship in Christian Ethics,” the income of
the fund to be expended solely for the purposes of
the Trust. Dr. Boardman served the University
for twenty-three years as Trustee, for a time as
Chaplain, and often as Ethical Lecturer. After
provision for refunding out of the said income, any
depreciation which might occur in the. capital
sum, the remainder is to be expended in procuring
the delivery in each year at the University of
Pennsylvania, of one or more lectures on Christian
Ethics from the standpoint of the life, example
and teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in
the publication in book form, of the said lecture
or lectures within four months of the completion
of their delivery. The volume in which they are
printed shall always have in its forefront a printed
statement of the history, the outline and terms of
the Foundation.
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8 The Foundation

On July 6, 1899, a Standing Committee on
“The Boardman Lectureship in Christian Ethics”
was constituted, to which shall be committed the
nominations of the lecturers and the publication
of the lectures in accordance with the Trust.

On February 6, 1900, on recommendation of
this committee, the Rev. George Dana Board-
man, D.D., LL.D., was appointed Lecturer on
Christian Ethics on the Boardman Foundation
for the current year.



THE OUTLINE.
I. TuE PurrosE.

IRST, the purpose is not to trace the
. history of the various ethical theories;
f@) this is already admirably done in our
own noble University. Nor is it the purpose to
teach theology, whether natural, Biblical, or
ecclesiastical. But the purpose of this Lecture-
ship is to teach Christian Ethics; that is to say,
the practical application of the precepts and
behavior of Jesus CHRIST to everyday life.
And this is the greatest of the sciences. It is
a great thing to know astronomy; for it is the
science of mighty orbs, stupendous distances,
majestic adjustments in time and space. It is
a great thing to know biology; for it is the science
of living organisms—of starting, growth, health,
movements, life itself. It is a great thing to
know law; for it is the science of legislation,
government, equity, civilization. It is a great
thing to know philosophy; for it is the science
of men and things. It is a great thing to know
theology; for it is the science of God. But what
avails it to know everything in space from atom
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10 The Outline

to star, everything in time from protoplasm to
Deity, if we do not know how to manage ourselves
amid the complex, delicate, ever-varying duties
of daily life? What will it profit 2 man if he gain
the whole world—the world geographical, com-
mercial, political, intellectual, and after all lose
his own soul? What can a University give in
exchange for a Christlike character? Thus it is
that ethics is the science of sciences. Very sig-
nificant is the motto of our own noble University—
“Litere Sine Moribus Vane.”

And Jesus of Nazareth is the supreme ethical
authority. When we come to receive from him
our final awards, he will not ask, “What was
your theory of atoms? What did you think
about evolution? What was your doctrine of
atonement? \hat was your mode of baptism?”
But he will ask, “What did you do with Me?
Did you accept Me as your personal standard of
character? Were you a practical everyday
Christian?”  Christian Ethics will be the judg-
ment test.

In sum, the purpose of this Lectureship in
Christian Ethics is to build up human character
after the model of Jesus Christ’s.



The Outline II

II. Rance or THE LECTURESHIP.

Secondly, the Range of the Lectureship. This
range should be as wide as human society itself.
The following is offered in way of general outline
and suggestive hints, each hint being of course
but a specific or technical illustration growing out
of some vaster underlying Principle.

1. Man’s Heart-Nature—And, first, man’s
religious nature. For example: Christian (not
merely ethical) precepts concerning man’s capac-
ity for religion; worship; communion; divine-
ness; immortality; duty of religious observances;
the Beatitudes; in brief, Manliness in Christ.

2. Man’s  Mind-Nature—~Secondly, man’s
intellect-nature. For example: Christian pre-
cepts concerning reason; imagination; invention;
@sthetics; language, whether spoken, written,
sung, builded, painted, chiseled, acted, etc.

3. Man’s  Society-Nature.~—Thirdly, man’s
society-nature. For example:

(@) Christian precepts concerning the personal
life; for instance: conscientiousness, honesty,
truthfulness, charity, chastity, courage, inde-
pendence, chivalry, patience, altruism, etc.

(6) Christian precepts concerning the family
life; for instance: marriage; divorce; duties of
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husbands, wives, parents, children, kindred,
servants; place of woman, etc.

(¢) Christian precepts concerning the business
life; for instance: rights of labor; rights of
capital; right of pecuniary independence; living
within means; life insurance; keeping morally
accurate accounts; endorsing;  borrowing;
prompt liquidation; sacredness of trust-funds,
personal and corporate; individual moral respon-
sibility of directors and officers; trust-combina-
tions; strikes; boycotting; limits of speculation;
profiting by ambiguities; single tax; nationaliza-
tion of property, etc.

(d) Christian precepts concerning the civic life;
for instance: responsibilities of citizenship; elec-
tive franchise; obligations of office; class-
legislation; legal oaths; custom-house con-
science; sumptuary laws; public institutions,
whether educational, ameliorative, or reforma-
tory; function of money; standard of money;
public credit; civic reforms; caucuses, etc.

(¢) Christian precepts concerning the inter-
national life; for instance: treaties; diplomacy;
war; arbitration; disarmament; tariff; reciproc-
ity; mankind, etc.

(f) Christian precepts concerning the eccle-



