STUDENT LIFE AT AMHERST
COLLEGE: ITS
ORGANIZATIONS, THEIR
MEMBERSHIP AND HISTORY



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649714834

Student Life at Amherst College: Its Organizations, Their Membership and History by George
Rugg Cutting

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



GEORGE RUGG CUTTING

STUDENT LIFE AT AMHERST
COLLEGE: ITS
ORGANIZATIONS, THEIR
MEMBERSHIP AND HISTORY

ﬁTrieste






STUDENT LIFE

AMHERST COLLEGE.

ITS ORGANIZATIONS,

TIIEIR MEMBERSHIP AND HISTORY,

:,4"'.'1iﬁg“') Gu:a\rg& ﬂﬁ:mgg-

O waidep "Adpraiuy £3dhovre
Baevviy pyrld’ Ederdipiog.

AMHFERAT:
EATCOHE & WILLIAME.
1871.




CORNTENTS.

INTRODUCTORY NOTR, . = % .7
PREFATORY LETIER FEOM lern:sson W 5. 'I‘H..r.n,

{HAPTER 1.

HisToRY OF BOCIETING, . 1%
ALEXARDRIAN— ATRFnuh—l]NITED I'RATERRITY— L1‘tn-a.1-|as
—Places of Meeting—Anonymons Depariment—Athénenms—
Secrecy—Eloetioneering— Allotment—Prominent Members—Tm-
Imgghment—]nﬁuentu—ﬂlssuluﬂor.‘t. Social Tsmio—Frunders
_._L}rcaum—.'r’mmiul:nli Mumhers—-—Esprii da C:i-rps—Disau]utiun.
Acanesta—Eciroric—Necline of Interest—Change of Name.
Mornery Social UNioy—Budwes—Exhibitions— Statement of
Facta —Presidents—ALkx annria— At s— Hevival of Inter-
est—New Ilalle—Exercisca—Present Condition—Cnor Duta
Tuwrsi—bPor Bera Karra —Sornoymone SECEET BocIETT—
FeEagmar Secrsar SooiaTiks—TrMroraycn S0CTy—S0-
crETIES 0 NarUeal HieTonT—RELIGIoma SociETiis—OTH-
ER SOCIETIKH.

CHAFILR IL

Review oF PeEriomi¢Al LITERATURE, . . ; . 66
Magazines—Newspapersi—Olios—Mizcellancous ‘«hmtu

CHAFTELR 11L

Correce Howxons, . . . " T
Faledictoriune — S'xlutatonﬂ.ns — "I"a.bular V:ew af Commenbe
ment «— Appointments—Class Luy—Class Day Officers.

CHAFIER IV.

Correge Cruns, CrsTonms, AMUREMERTE, BTG, L . ®41
Musical Societies—Courta— Branch Hu—wtwn-—Mmslun “nrk-—
Gorham Rebellion—Fourth of July Celebrations—Political Dhe-
monstratione—Iluminations—Flag Raisings—~Geological Excur-

110086




(] CONTENTE,

slons—~Class Excursions—Gymonstle Soclety—Athletic Sports—
Base PBall—Beating—Chess—Florioultural  Seciety—Fresenta-
tions—Biennizl Suppers— Receptions—(usint Societies—Fresh-
man Visitation—Hushes—Book Buraings—Squirt Gun Rist"—
Minor Organizations—Various Customs.

CHAPTER V.

GrapuaTE MEMBEREEIF OF LaTeraky SocirTirs, .
Ablexandrian—Athenian—Sneial Union—DEeleetic— Agademia—

Alexendris— Athenae,
CHAFTER VI.
CourLere Mempeream or Areaa Duwoa Pei—Par Ursion—
Denra Karra Errgy—0m Per—12erTa Ursiow,

CHAPTER VI

Brariamigan Thororvy or Awexwsr CoLLREEE,
Vurioun Statistics,




ISTRODUCTORE N{OTH. 7

INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

“ The happlest of life's days are College days""

The anthor of this work claims for it neither originality nor literary
merit. The History of the Literary Soeieties was not originally designed
for publication, but simply as a paper to be read before the Athenian
Socicly. At the suggestion and urment requests of both the Faculty
of the College nud a large nomber of the Graduates, it is offered to the
Studemts anld Alomoni of Amberst College in permenent form, in the
hope that, with all its inacenracios and ineompletoness, it may evoke
zome plegsant memorigs of Uollega Days.

Tt is helieved that the shetch of the College Prriodical Literatore is
quite complets, and it is here publiched that all whe are interested in
thisdepactinent of College retivity, may gain 8 comprehensive view of
the: labors of thoss who have striven to prosots the reputation of the
College in this ile1d of caterprise.

The nawmes of those who lLiuve g!.limbd the highest College Honors at
Commencement, and a sketeh of the rise of 4Class Thay,” wilh the Class
Day (ficers, are given, not only a2 matters of reference, but that far-
ther reminiscences of these oconsions may be suggested io the minds of
those to whom the mention of o name salls forth numberleas resollec-
tions.

“ College Clubs, Customs, Amusements,” etc., will doubtless reeall
soms scenes of college life, pleasant in themselves, doubly so in their
MeILOFies.

In presenting a lat of tho Graduste memhbers of the Socisties rep-
resenied in Chapter V., and the complete membership of those in chap-
ter V1., we are confident that we are offering the most complete his-
tary of these societiea that could possibly be written.

A % Btatistical History of the College” is subjoined, as a partial
table of reference, until a complete “ History of Amherst College,"—
now in pruparai.rioll by Professor W. 8. TyLER,—shall appear.

N



8 ARCHIVES.

The aceuracy of Chap. V. 13 almost wholly due to Jorx A. Bex-
NETT, 'T3, Librarisn of Alexandria.

The author is especially indebted (v Roprrz O, RocEwErLL, 'T1, for
valuable aid in preparation of the work.

To one and all the Alimni who have assizted us, we would extend
our heartfelt thanks, and venture o express the hope that this meazre
eontribution to the history of Student life in Amberst College may
afford some little pleasure to those who have spent four years of Col-
lega life at Amherst.

Georee R Cormine,
Amherst College, July 1st, 1871,

ARCRIVES OF THE SOCIETIES.

The archives of moat of the Bordetica ara impocfectly preserved.
No records of ithe Alexandiian Bosicty peerioss t June 25, 1858, or
of the Athenian Society previous to Oct. 1%, 1823, are to by found,

The archiver of * Social Ton," eo long missing, are st length
safely depoaited in the Colleze Libeary, ;

Wa find a fow allosiong to sketches of these socieries which have
been written at diffecent, timea in their history, but not a single trace of
ong i4 1o be found among the scattered archives. The carclessness of
‘those whose duty it has been to prezerve these o withomt exeuse

On May 17th, 1871, both Alexandria apd Athens passed this re-
golve: “ Hereafter, all records and papers of inierest relative to this
Bociety, shall be immediately depoaited in a box of archives to be
kept in the College Lihrary.”

Ag a result of this action we coofidently bope that he who writse
the history of our Litevary Societies at the Ceutenniol Anniversary of
Amberst Collage, may have more complete data for his work.




PREFATORY LETTER

byl |

FROFESSOR W. & TYLER

s il 1

Degy 8ir:—You ask my opinion of the value of the Lite-
rary Societies to eollege students, and, in partienlar, to the
students of Amherst Jollage. 1 have no Lesitation in an-
aworing that among all the collateral and auxilisry means of
culture, which have existed in our American celleges, the
Literary Societiss, in my judgment, hold the highest place,
the Libraries alona, perhaps, cxcepted. I have known a great
many dtndents, who have miaused and sbused both the Life-
rary Socicties and the Libraries, by making them nof auxil
iary but principal astedies, aud spending the greator part of
their time in these [msoinating diversions. Such students
nevar lay broad and deep foundations, and seldom build

much higher in future life, than they did in college. But I ;

bave known a far greater number of students, who have
erred in the opposite direction, and neglected entirely one or
both of thesa helps to a wide and ueeful eulture.

The Literary Societies afford an axeellent epportunity for
practice in writing and speaking ; and it is * practice” that
“makes perfect™ in every arl, especially in that art of ex-
pression, whicl should be cultivated simultaneously with the
acquisition of kmowledge, and without which knowledge ia
not power, to influence or inspire others. Nor are the
friendly criticism, the generous emulation, the social culture,




10 PREFATOEY LETTER.

the power of personal influgnce, the knowledge of parlia-
mentary usages, and the management of common and public
aftnirs, to which these Societies give seope and exercise, to be
undervalued and despised. It may be a eign that Tam grow-
ing old, though 1 helieve T am not usnally regarded as much
of an old fogy ; but I ean not help sighing for “ the good old
times,” when Alexandrian, Athenian, and Social Union were

gacred names, when every student joined one or another of |

these pocieties, and attended the weekly meetings as regular-
ly as he did the daily recitations, and would ne more ¥ flunk ™
an appeintment in the Bociety, than an appearance in his
turn on the stege,—whon the wealthier members vied with
each other In their depalions to the Librarics, as all the
members did in meintaining and defending the honor and
good name of their favorite society, with much the same
chivalrons devotion with which the Knight fought for his
lady love in the Middle Ages. And then such orations as
we used to have every Cemmencement from eucli statesmen
and oratore as Evarett and McDowell, and Seward and Suiw-
ner! How they stirred our youthful minds wnd hearis, to
emulate their wisdom and elogquenes, aa Thucydides was
stirred by the rehearsals of Herodotns, as Demosthenos was
inspired by the eloguense of Cullistratus, as Themistoecles
| was moved by the laurels of Miltiades!

i But pardon these recollections. I foar they will seem cgo-
tistic to you, to me they are sncred. You know T am living
these days under the shadows of the half century that is
drawing so near to its close.

I am glad you have written the history of these soeieties,
It will be read with interest by all your brothers of the
Alumni, snd by noug with more interest than those of the
earlier decadass,




