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PREFACE

Tams unpretending little work stands alone in the literature
of the subject. Ithas been found that the more professionally-
written works on Phrenology, overladen with technical detail,
however valuable to the practical student, are dry and un-
interesting to the general reader. This latter class ia in all sub-
jecta by far the largest, and to them this volume is particularly
dedicated. Not that the scientifie matter presented is nof as
reliable as if it were clothed in language of & more profes-
sional charaster; for, while the pages bristle with snecdotes and
popular sllusions, snd the style is rythmical as & poem, and
entertaining as s tale, the view given of Phrenclogy ia as correct
and instractive, as far as space will permit, as that afforded by
any other author, This is just the kind of book to induce that
plessing sequaintance with the science in its most applicable
form, which, while it may lead to profound study of the subject,
is eminently corrective to the reader in the moat important
issues of life. A high and holy religion, a pure spirifual phi-
losophy, & liberal science, and elevating views of life in all ifs
relations, are herein set forth.

The lectures were originally delivered in response to a request
of the Anthropological Bociety of the Western Liberal Institute,
Marietta, Ohio, in the sutumn of 1851, The Society considered
them “a valoable acquisition to Phrenologieal Literature,” and
% parnestly asked for the privilege of eopying them for publk-
cation.” In hia reply, the suthor wrote :—

* Thees lactures have beem thrown together st odd moments matched
from a muoltiplicity of ardoous labours, and written nt the electrioai speed
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of the day. When essays sre thrown into the printing-press at lightning
velocity, who will be security for the resder while perusing them ? Besides,
what guard will there be against erities 7 Orities, you will reply, are harin-
lass creatures; liks barking dogs, they seldom do injury. Trusenough, And
then, who writes for eritimm?  Not the hooest mun, for he writes for frufh.
Mot the good man, for he writss for the good of his readers. Not the brave
maa, for he writes in fearloss dotermination of purpose, These lsctures
ware writtan for the intellectonl, moral, and sooial benafll of your sociely.
If they have proved effectusl to this end with you, they may with others.
They bave aimed st good. Thsir mark bas been high, Their spirit is for
progross. Their philosophy is the preospt of the buman soal's wisdem.
Their morality is obediance to all divine luw, writien or unwritten. Their
religion is the spirit-utterings of devout and fuithful love. They aim at
and eontemplate humanity's good-—the onion of the haman with the divine.
The desire of your bensfit, whizh alone prompted me to deliver them, now
prompts me to eomply with your request, Take them—transoribe them
carefully—tell your printer and publishar te gusrd well againet srrors, and
sk the world to read them in aharity.”

Having been valusble to many readers in the United States,
the present edition is offered with the hope that thess loctures
may be of equal service to the young and inquiring mind of
this country.

J. B,

16, Borraawrron Row,
Lompon, 1876,
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