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PREFACE

VERY Sir John Mandeville who undertakes
a tour to the uncivilised regions of the globe
iz from time immemorial expected to recount his
experiences for the benefit of the less fortunate
stay-at-homes. To remonstrate against the un-
reasonableness of this exaction were a useless task,
and therefore I yield with what grace I can to
the kindly importunity of personal friends and a
generous public, and publish, not without consider-
able diffidence, a selection from letters and journals
written by myself in the heart of Africa, These
who look in these pages for tales 4 la Mandeville of

“ the Anthropophagi, aod meén whose heads
Do grow beneath their shoulden,”

will, I give them fair warning, logk in vain, But
those who are not unwilling to learn what the Boers
are doing for missions, and those who are always
ready to be instructed and amused by the manners
and customs of strange communities, will, I think,
find these chapters not wholly uninteresting. My
jottings make no claim to be anything but the
impressions canght by a passing traveller,—literary
pretensions they have none ; nor can 1 claim any value
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for iy observations in the domain of geography or
natural history. I trust, however, that the maps I
have prepared will be found accurate in all essential
features.

My hearty acknowledgments are due to my
revered teacher and friend Dr. Marais, Professor of
Apologetical Theology at the Theological Seminary,
Stellenbosch, for the introductory chapter, and for
the warm interest he has evinced in the preparation
of this work for the press, My thanks are also due
to a member of the Zambesi Industrial Mission for
permission to use the excellent full-page illustrations
which adorn the volume., Of the smaller itlustrations,
three are from photographs by Rev. A. G. Murray,
now of Mlanda, Nyasaland, and the rest from photo-
graphs taken by myself,

J. ou PLESSIS.

Sga Pouwr, Cark COLONY,

July 1904,
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