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PREFACE.

This short history of our ancient foundation
_has been undertaken in order to put upon record
g few facts and names which might otherwise be
forgotten. During the three centuries or more of
the School’s existence few records seem to have
been kept, except in the Governors' Minute Book,
and much that would have been interesting to
later generations has been loat. But this litte
book will serve its purpose if it rescues from
oblivion a few facts and a few names worthy of
remembrance, gnd affords z starting peiot from
- which our history may continue. We belong to a
fopundation which is not of yesterday, It has a
record of over three hundred years in the past,
and will, we hope, continue to do its work still
further into a distant future. If this little volume
shall stimulate those of the present generation to
gurpags the deeds of those who have gone before

them, it will not have been written in wvain,



I have to acknowledge gratefully the help
given me by the Rev. J. R. Burton, B.A., Rector
of Bitterley, and sometime Headmaster; by Mr.
Thomas P. lvens, Clerk to the Governing Body;
by Mr. A. F. Leach, M.A., the well-known author °
of English Schools ot the Reformation, who has
contributed a very valuable Appendix (page 90);
by Mr, Richard Grove, Clerk of St. Mary's Parish
Church, an old scholar, who bas also written
un Appendix; by Mr. Arthur C. Parry, who has
given many valuable suggestions as the work went
through the press; by Mr. Ellie 'W. Talbot, the
indefatigable Secretary of the (0d Boys' Annual
Dinner; and by varicus “old boye™ who have
given me hinta or reminisceaces. There must be
many errors of ornission, but these are utiavoidable
when information has to be gleaned from scattered
sources, and often by word of mouth,

I would call special attention to the Appendices,
which are the most valuable portion of the work,
and contain many names of local interest. It
might also be added, in ‘explanation, that no names
of scholars, however distinguished, have been men-
tioned in the body of the book after Mr. Hookham's



headmastership; but they have been recorded
without comment in the list of Praclori Afumni.
This seemed the best course to pursue for those
of so recent a date, though several are worthy of
mention in the text. )

In conclusion, 1 dedicate this book, in the
words of the Bidding Prayer which we use on
Founder’s Day, to *the Governors, Masters, and
scholarg of the Grammar School of Charles, King

of England, in Kidderminater."

H. pz B. GIBBINS, M.A,, Litt. D,

The School House,
Nnmbe‘r. 1843,
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