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_PREFACE

Composition is an art, and, like other arts, it is
studied best through the intellipent use of models, the
purpose of the model being primarily to'set the example
and to put into operation the process of imitation. The
method embodied in these books makes use of this
psychalogieal principle.

The modcls found herein lay stress on the different
forms of language eXxercises—letiers, narratives, de-
seriptions, and cxpositions, Letier-writing, which is
the most common and, at the aame tiine, the most use-
ful form of written expression, is introduced for the pur-
pose of familiarizing pupils with good form, and giving
practice in the proper use of eapituls’and punctuation.
The other forms of composition have been selected
for the purpose of developing the power of observation,
and of encouraging pupils to deseribe events, objects,
and processes in a clear, orderly, logical way. The
topics selected for these different models are, on account
of their attractiveness, ealeulated to arouse the interest
of children.

This series of books aims to help the teacher by pro-
viding a systematic arrangement of subject matter,
thus saving her the labor of searching for suitable
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4 PREFACE

material and, at the same time, furnishing her pupils
with methodical inatruction.

While, at first sight, the plan followed in these books
may appear somewhat rigid, it is, in fact, exceedingly
flexible and allows abundant opportunity for the
originality of the ambitions teacher. The plan does,
however, lend itself bwest to three lessons of thirty
minutes cach, per week—the first, to be devoted to the
study of the model and its reproduetion in the pupils’
own words; the second, generally to the preparation of
an original composition, with incidental blackboard
work, along the lines of the prescnted model; and the
third, to & eriticism of the pupils’ original compositions
and, if necessary, the writing of second copies, after
corrections have been approved by the teacher.

In addition 1o a model, a supplementary oral drill is
provided for nearly every week in the school term.
Each drill is intended to inerease the voeabulary of the
pupils and to afford practice in using the correct word
or phrase at the proper time—in short, to help prepare
the way for the correct use of oral and writien language,
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6 COMPOSITION BOOK
Model: Easy Description First Week

THE LOCOMOTIVE

The locomotive is a big engine run by steam
power. The steam is made in the engine itself.
The engine travels on wheels. The wheels roll
along tracks. The locomotive sometimes pulls a
long train of cars.

Imilation
THE TROLLEY CAR

The trolley ear iz a car run by cleetricity, The
electricity iz made in a power house and is sent to
the car through ihe trolley wire. The trolley car
runs on wheols like a railroad car. The wheels roll
along trackz. BSometimes a trolley car iz also a
motor car. The motor car often pulls a long train
of cars.

Composition Study

I. a. Oral reading,
f. Oral reading of illustration.
¢. Class-talk showing how the paragraph on “The
Trolley Car™ can be written from the model.




FOURTH YEAR—FIRST HALF 7
Composition Study (Continued) First Week

II. a. Teacher and pupils together talk on new subject;
- e g "The Automobile' or * The Bicyele.”
b. Pupils write short composition.

IIL. ¢. Some compositions rond.
b. Correction by pupils with aid of teacher,
e. Poorly conatructed compositions rewritten after re-
VIRIOIL. _

Note—RBetween the second and thied pericds, the teacher
should familiarize herseli with the ertors made by the papils,
and should, with respcet to a part of her elass at least, indi-
cate in the margin of each composition corrected, the errors
found. The children should then, under her guidanee, cor-
rect their own mistakes—one kind at a time.  This method

- i3 sommetimes varled by allowing pupils {0 exchatge consposi-
tions, to discover onme another's mistakes, and to correct
them under the goidance of the feacher. Common errors
should recetve speeial sttention o the eorrections and also in
the oral language work of the class,

Pupils should be formed into two or three groaps aceord-
ing to the size and the grading of the class, and the group
most in need of assistance should each week, in addition to
tho general class instruetion, receive special and individoal
help from the teacher. ; ;

If the pupil’s first draft is satislactory, a second draft
should not be asked for.

Pupils should not be permitted to recopy errors made in
original compositions,



