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STATE BOARD OF LABOR AND INDUSTRIES,

INTRODUCTORY.

Enforcement of the latws, by which the manufacture of wear-
ing apperel in tenement or dwelling houses is regulated, invelves
the granting of licenses to the workers; the maintenance of a
list of all such workers engaged by employers; continuous in-
spection of such tenements or dwellings, to see that they are
kept clean; and the revocation of licenses of workers dwelling
in tenements or dwellings where contagious or communicable
diseases may appear.

Some form of supervizion has been provided by law for the
manufacture of clothing in tenement or dwelling houses for
more than twenty years, and better to systematize this work
there was organized by the State Board of Laber and Industries,
in the year 1013, a divieion which was known a8 the “Home
Work Division,” in which were employed a number of “in-
vestipatore.” In July, 1914, a decision was given by the
Attorney-General which declared in aubstance that the “investi-
gatora” employed in the Home Work Division should be rated
as “inspectors,’” and that inasmuch as the full quota of in-
spectors authorized by law had been previously appointed, the
further employment of such investigators was illegal. The
Home Work Division 23 a aeparate department of the State
Board of Labor and Industries was, therefore, discontinued, and
the inapection of the premises of those applying for licenses for
home work waa intrusted to the regular inspection force.

A great amount of information was accumulated during the
existence of this divisien, —informaticn which may be of in-
estimable value in determining the future of so-called home
work in this Commonwealth. To analyze this amount of
material and to make accessible this mint of information
required the services of experts, and the Board was fortunate in
making an arrangement to have this analysis conducted under
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the auspices of the Department of Research of the Women's
Edueational and Industrial Union of Boston. Professor Susan
M. Kingsbury, assisted by Miss Mabelle Moses, had charge of
the work, and the resulis of the investigation are submitted in
this bulletin. Whether home work shall be continued in this
Commonwealth; whether licepses shall be granted for work
other than upon wearing apparel; whether the conditions of
the workers inside our factories are to be improved or injured
by the continuance of out present method, —all these and
many other interesting questions must be answered in the near
future by our legislators.

We trust that the study presented in this bulletin may prove
of value in determining the course which should be taken by
the State in this impertant matter.

EDWIN MULREADY,
. Commizsioner of Laobor.

Jouy, 1815
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