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PREFACE

There is no path to self-confidence and
personal power among men more direc
than the ebility to stand on one's feet and
speak effectively. And no American insti-
tution offers greater possibilities to the
average citizen than the stump.  To men
without financial means or influential
friends, it opens the door to political power
and influence. Ability in campaigning is
an asset which once acquired can never
be taken from you. If you have built
your political career on this foundation,
the storms of political vicissitudes esn
never wreck it.

The ease with which a candidate ecan
reach the electorate through the press, the
increasing popularity of motion pictures
as a means of political advertising and the
wasteful manner in which “literature” is
disseminated in every election distriet of
the Union have tended to convince some
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that the day of the political speaker is
passing and that his influence has descend-
ed to the level of the red-fire and brass
bands.

Nothing could be farther from the truth.
True, political speaking has undergone a
great change; it must continue to change
with times, for it is & means and not an
end. But as a means of influencing votes
in a campaign it is still the powerful med-
ium. Nothing can take the place of the
spoken word ; no argument, no matter how
couvincing on paper, can compare with the
cogent influence of the personal appeal.
The practice of candidates taking the
stump grows in favor each year,

1t is estimated that there are over twen-
ty-five thousand men and women on the
stump every Fall. It is the opinion of
many professional campaigners that not
one in five suceeeds in changing votes,
What an astounding percentage of fail-
ures!
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