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PREFACE

Tre following lectures were undertaken with
the intention and hope of furnishing a clue
to the most trustworthy sources of contem-
porary, or nearly contemporary, information
about the early condition and history of
Scotland, and of indicating the most probable
line of truth among conflicting statements.
Some such guidance may be found acceptable
by those who, while desiring to acquire a
clear general knowledge of the origin of
the Scottish people and their relations with
England, have not enough leisure at command
for prolonged search through the printed
volumes of annals and to weigh the authority
which may rightly be assigned to each.

It is hardly necessary that I should explain
how greatly I have relied upon the labours
of previous students in this field ; they are

too numerous and too well known to require
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