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PREFACE

Tar negled which writers of genius are oc-
cafionally condemned to experience, as well
from their contemporarics as from posterity,
" was mever exemplifyed, perhaps, in & more
#minent depres than by the poet whofs works
are now offered to the public.  His very
name appears totally unkoown to Leland,
Bale, Pitts, at:d Tanner: it is mentioned, in
fhort, by ne ote writer, till late in the pre-
fent cemtury, not is found te occut in aﬁy_
catalogue: while the filence of the public
records would ‘inducs us to believe that the
great monarch whom he has fo eloguently
and earneftly panegyrifed was either igono-



(vi)
rant of kis existemce or infenfble of his
merit ¥,

That thefe equally elegant and fpirited
compofitions were at length retrieved from
the obfeurity in which they bad been for
ages interrd was owing to a whimfical cir-
cumitance, which it may not be impertinent
to relate. The compiler of the Cotton ca-

talogue (pricted at Oxford in 1606), or fomea -

perfon whom he employed, had contented
bim{=lf with deferibing the inestimable vo-
lume (Gicns F. IX.) which contsins foms
of the moft precious relies of ancient Eng-
Yith poetry in thele words: * Caaveen. Ew-
emplar emendae foriptzems”  The manufcript,

® OF this mosarh, who gave to Chacer au office in
the castmms, vpod eatdition that he weotr hig accounts
with his own hand, it hae already bees obferved, thar,
t# though sdormed with many royal and bersle virtues,"
he “had gor the gift of diccerning and patreniting a great

poct.””  Tyrwhits Chaucer, Appendix to the preface, p.

Vil
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(i)

it maft be confelsed, is very faind, and alfo
pretiy corredfywritien, (if either be the mean-
ing of ememaate,) bot owes, not the fmalleft
obligation to the great poct whofe genuine
works might, raturelly enoupgh, have been
expetted ta occupy the whole. The indo-
lence of our catalogue-maker being equal to
his ignorance, readyly converted the name of
Bicpaap Cuawrez, lcrawled, perbaps by
fome former proprietor of the velums, on a
fpare leaf, Into that of Grorrser CHAvCER,
the fuppofed anthor of its contents, To this
fortunate biunder, however, (if a blunder
there was bo be,) we are indebted for our ac-
quaintance with the pame and writings of
Lavrence MiNor, whom one of a different
nature might have configned to perpetual
cblivion. The late ingenious and industrions
mister Tyrwhitt, in preparing materials for
his admirable edition of The Costerbucry talkes,
confulted the maoucript for the purpofe of



( viii )

collating an scamraze copy of his favourite
author, His disappointment, which may be
eafyly imagined, would be very ifpeedyly
canverted inte the moft agreeable furprife,
on finding himfelf thus unexpeedly intro-
duced to the acquaintance of a new poet,
anterior, perhaps, to that favourite in point
of time, and certainly oot bis inferior with
refped to languege.  In confequence of this
bappy dlscovery, the name of Lavksscs M-
ot (which he him(ef has luckyly taken
care to preferve) was firlt uthered into the
modern world by & note to the leamed
# Eslay on the language and werfification of
Chaucer."

A capy of Lhele poems having been com-
muwibleated to mister Warton of Oxford,
{ome extralts from them appeared, with fuf
ficlent ankwardoefs indeed, in the third vo-

lume of The Airtory of Enplfifh poetry, pub-
lithed in 1_?31. Thofe extuds, bowever, ace



(ix)
by no means undistinguithed by the general
inaccuracy which pervades that interefting
and important work. Its author, confident
in great and fplendid abilities, would feem
to have disdained the too fervile talk of culs
tivating the acqualntance of ancient dialeft
or phrafeclogy, and to have contented him-
felf with publithing, and occafionally ats
tempting to explain, what, it souit be evi-
dtat, be did not bimiElf undecftand, That
‘an Englifh writer of 1he frit aminence thould
never have heard of the name of Bavtot
muft excits furprife: and yet this eppesrs to
have been the cafe of cur peetical histotian,
who, in his, certainly bold, but not lefs erro-
neous, attempts to elucidate one of the follow-
ing poems, makes * Edward Tuz Baviores”
to mean * Edward tex warLike," that is,
# BEdward Tae Temn,” who * is introdoced,”
he fays, * by Minot, as refifting the Scottifh
invafion in 1347 [1346] st Nevil's crofe near



