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PREFACE

The purpose of the following gtudy i not to revive the
reputation of a forgotten author or to suggest that Mrs.
Haywood may yet “‘eome into her own.” For the lover of
eighteenth century fashions her numercus pages have in-
deed a stilted, esrly (teorgian charm, but with the pasaing
of Ramillies wige and velveteen amall-clothes the popularity
of her novels vanished onee for all. Bhe had her world in
her time, but that world snd time disappeared with the
French Revolution® Now even professod students of the
novel ghrink from reading many of her geventy odd volumes,
nor ean the infamous celebrity conferred by Pope’s attack
in **The Duncied’® save her name from oblivion. But the
significance of Mrs. Haywood 's contributions cannot safely
be ighored. Tler romances of palpitating passion written
between 1720 and 1730 formed a necessary complement to
Defoe’s romances of adventure exactly as her Dhuncan
Campbell pamphlets supplied the ong element lacking in
his, The domestic novels of her later life foreshadowed
the work of Mize Burhey and Miss Austen, while her carser
a5 & woman of leiters helped to open & new profession to her

1 Through the kindwness of Professor J. M, Clapp I sm provided
with the following evidence of tha decline of ¥liza Haywood's popu-
larity. In W. Bent’s Genergl Calelogws of Booke (1786) fourtess
of her productions ara advertised, namely: Forks, 4 vols; Clemonting
Datinda; Epistles for the Ladies; Lg Helle Arsemblée; Female
Speatator; Fortunale Foundlings; Fruiiless Erguiry; Jemmy and
Jenny Jessamy; Belmy Throuphtiess; The Husbond; Invieible Spy;
Life's Pragress through the Pasrions; Firtwous Fiilager. In 1781
ouly four—Clamending; Dalinda; Female Spoctator; Jemmy ond
Jenny Jeasamy—appesrad in Bent's Londow Cataloges, and of these
the first two had fallen in valee from 3/6 to 3 shillings.
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