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TRISTRAM SHANDY,

- GENTLEMAN,

Diers f quid fort? jocofus, boc mibi juris
Cum venia dabis— Hon.
w8i quis calsammictur leving effe quam decet thee-
Jogum, aut murdacius guam deceat Chriffia-
num=—=non Ego, fed Demecritus dixit,—
Epasuvs.
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] O H N,

Lord ?iﬁ:’uupt SPENCEGR.

. My Lexrp,

IHumhly bég leave t6 offer you
thefe two Volumes; they are
the beft my talents, with fuch bad
health as I have, eould produce:—
had pmrﬂkno: granted me a larger
flock of either, they had been a
mui:h more proper prefent to your



DEDICATION,

I beg your Lordfhip will forgive
me, if, at the fame time I dedi-
 cate thiaq-wurk iayni:, I jain Lady
SPENCER, in the liberty I take of
mfcnbm,g the flory of Le Fewr in
the fixth volume to her name; for
which I have no other motive, which
my heart has informed . aneof, but
that the ftary is a humape-ongy -
- Bam, . -
MyLoed _

 Your Lordbip's

Moft devoted,
“And moft bumble Serpgnt,.

LAuR, STERNE,



T H E

' LIFE and OPINIONS

OF

TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gent.

CHAP 1

‘¥ F it had not been for thofe two
mettiefome tits;" and that madeap of

a poftilion, who drove them from Scil-
ton to Stawford, the theught had never
entesed my head. He Bew like light-
 ning——shere was a flope of three miles
.and a half——we fcarce touched the
ground——the motion was moft rapid
—moft impetuous—’twas communicat-
Vo, V. B ed
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ed to my brain—my heart partook of it
——By the great God of day, faid I,
looking towards the fun, and thrufting
my arm out of the fore-window of the
chaife, as I made my vow, I will
lock vp my ftudy door the moment I
get home, and throw the key of it nine-
ty feet below the furface of the earth,
into the draw-well at the back of my
houfe.”

The London waggon confirmed me in

my refolution: it hung tottering upon

- the hill, fearce progreflive, drag'd—

drag’d up by eight heavy beafts——** by

main ftrength l—quoth I, nodding—

»but your betters draw the fame way—

“and fomething of every bodies !——
O rare!” :

2 Tell



KD
Tell me, ye learned, fhall we for ever
be adding fo much to the hli—fu licele
to the fock ? :

Shall we for ever make new books, as
apothecaries make new mixtures, by

pouring only out of one veffel inte
another ¢

Are we for ever to be twifting, and
untwifting the fame rope? for ever in
the fame track—for ever at the fame

pm:c?

Shall we be deftined to the days of
:ttrmry, on holy-days, as well as worke-
ing-days, to be fhewing the relicks of
learning, as monks do the relicks of their
faints—without working one—one fingle
miracle with them? |

. Ba Who



