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INTRODUCTION.

—

HE study of ‘Gates and Doors’ has had a
solemn sacredness since we heard how

an honoured servant of Christ—the Rev. Robert
Ireland of Portobello—lay at the gate of heaven
speaking and thinking of these gates, and wishing,
if he got well, to write a sermon on the subject. The
day before his death he asked for the ninth Psalm,
where the words occur, * Thou that liftest me up
from the gates of death : that I may show forth all
Thy praise in the gates of the daughter of Zion.
And here are his words: 'As the gate of the city

was the place of meeting and of converse, and
7
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much talk and business went on at the gate, so at
the gates of death the Lord speaks much to those
whom He takes there, and teaches them things that
they can learn nowhere else. I have been there,
and the Lord has spoken much to me. Perhaps 1
shall be raised up to speak of Him here, in the
gates of the davghter of Zion, but at any rate I
shall in the gates of the heavenly city.' A few
hours later he said, *Lift up your heads, O ye
gates, and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors,
that a poor sinner saved by grace may enter in |’
*The golden gates were opening

For another welcome guest ;
For a ransomed heir of glory

Was entering into rest.’

We have tried to lift the pen which fell from his
hand, and surely the subject gains new interest as
his voice seems to reach us through the half open
gate of the city.

We are again indebted to Miss Hunter of
Hafton for the attractive design on the outside of
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our little book, and to Mr. Tatham Thompson for
the frontispiece and title-page.

The study of gates seems naturally to follow
¢ Wells of Water” when we think of David's words,
‘the Well that is at the gate.'

Old g-.tm sometimes need new hinges. We
mean this little book to be something like this for
the Bibles of our young people ; to help to open
these gates more easily and more widely on the
land of light to which they lead.

*The distant Jandscape draws not nigh
For all our gazing ; but the sonl

That npward looks may still descry
Nearer each day the brightening goal.”
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§2 Queen STRERT, EDINRURGH,
Octoder. 1884




