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PRIMARIO

Morte inces aggra, que non prudentior alter
Affectet Latiae pangere vocis gpes ;
Stve quis argreditur caccos evolvere nodos,
Ihlee Cammenarirm séu répavare decus.
Digna merebaris verae pracconia laundis,
Cognite non dubia, vir sine labe, nola.
Flelix dngenii snmeros tifi perficis omies,
Hoe solum infelix quod cadis ante diem.
Al meminere fui: non uwila oblivia certe

Fidus anricorim, $cis, paticluy awor,






PREFACE.

LyrTLEe 1s known of the life of Catullus; his very
praenomen is uncertain. It is now usually believed
to have been Gaius, and not as has been supposed
Quintus. At any rate, if this i5 so we get an
excellent point in To. 29, meus sodalis Cinna est
Gaius. *It’'s not Gaius Catullus I meant: it’s
Gaius Cinna’ (Palmer, Classicar Review, 5. 7).
Probably the poet’s full name was Gaius Valerius
Catullus. We need not grieve over our ignorance
about this and other matters; the great central fact
for us is the existence of the poetry of Catullus; of
the man himself we must be content to know little
beyond what he has told us. He was born at Verona
in 87 m.c. or 84 Bc,; and in ‘position was prob-

ably an eques, like so many of the great Roman



vill

men of letters, though from references in his poems
it seems that he was not rich (cp. 10. 9-14; 13.9).
He had villas at Tibur and on Sirmio, a peninsula
in the lake Benacus (Lago di Garda); but seems
to have spent most of his time at Rome. He
travelled in the suite of the propractor Memmius
to the province of Bithynia, together with his
friend the poet C. Helvius Cinna (10. 30): but
failed to reap the profits that he expected from his
official position, to which ecircumstance he mﬁre
than once bitterly alludes. In politics he belonged,
like Cicero, to the party of order, the optimates,
and attacks the great democratic leader Caesar with
unworthy abuse; for which we are assured by
Suetonius that Caesar forgave him with his usnal
clemency (Suct. lul. 73, Pakrium Catullum a quo
sibi versicults de Mamuwrra (Catull. 29. 57) perpetua
stigmata imposita non dissimulaverat, satis facientem
cadem die adhibuit cenae hospitiogue patris eius, sicut con-
sugverat, uti perseverauvit). He had many literary
friends : Cornelius Nepos, to whom he dedicates his

poems; the orators Hortensius and Cicero, of the



