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PREFACE

TarE world needs a correct analyais of the human
speech sounds. One can hardly believe that, in this
age of the wireless, of aérial navigation, and of elec-
tricity, the human speech sounds are not scientifically
understood. Yet such iz the case, Not even the num-
~ ber of different sounds in the English language has

been determined.

Five English dictionaries, in their keys to the pro-
nunciation, contain the following numbers of different
sounds in the language, viz.: Webster's New Inter-
national, 64 sounds—31 vowele and 33 consonants;
the Standard, 40 sounds—31 vowels and 18 consonants;
the Century — sounds—32 vowels and — consonants;
Worcester’s, 55 sounds—35 vowels and 20 consonants;
and the Oxford dictionary, 99 sounds—656 vowels and
34 consonants;—thus varying from 49 to 99 sounds.
And A. J. Ellis, the great English phonetician, gives
278 different sounds in actual use in English pronun-
ciation.

In the examination of works on phonetics in the
Congreasional, the New York, and the Boston Iibraries,
the author has not found a single work but what
omits sounds, but what confuses mounds, and but
what adds spurious sounds. Neither does a single
work scientifically {race their evolution from the
fundamental sounds through all their series, clusses,
kinds and forins to the limit of audible distinction or
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establish the physiologically correct pronunciation of
the sounds. And yet, until such investigation is made,
the Universal Alphabet, for which the world is groping,
cannot be logically evolved: the simplification of Eng-
lish epelling that has bafled the ingenuity of great
learned societies of both hemispheres for many yvears
cannot be scientifically undertaken; dictionaries can
neither intelligently explain nor systematically ex-
emplify the correct pronunciation of the sounds; and
schools cannot correctly teach their pronunciation
either to our native population or to the vast number
of foreigners that land con our skores annually, and
that must be assimilated.
Crss. T. LoTeY.
New Yonx Crre, July 21, 1017,
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Max is at the head of terrestrial creation. His
mind, hia power of thinking, is the acme of evolution-
ary development, and, as the body is the instrument
of and corresponds o the mind, organs of speech
have developed in man for the purpose of expressing
his thought outwardly and communicating it audibly
to his kind.

Audible communication congists of speech; speech
consists of words; and words consist of sounds. As
apeech is given man for the purpose of communicat-
ing his thoughta to his kind—to all his kind—to enable
him to do se intelligently, mankind has organs of
speech that are alike, and that utter sounde that are
alike.

Therefore, the utterance, that is, the pronunciation,
of the speech sounds hss been as unchangesble,
throughout the ages, as are man's lips, teeth, gums,
etc.,—the organs that produce them. Noah, Sclomon
and Paul; Homer, Shakespeare and Hugo; Johnson,
Webster and Worcester;—if their organs of speech
were normal, and they formed the sounds organically
correctly, uttered the respective sounde alike, That
human voices are alike is econfirmed in human anat-
omy; in that every voice, male and female, changes
register at F; and in that English missionaries learn
all languages and all nations learn English.
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