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PREFACE.

—_—

THE aim of the author of this book has been to
prove that Ireland may be made a prosperous
industrial country—a matter upon which genera-
tions of poverty would appear to throw some doubt.
To teach the Irish people the great lesson of sclf-
help seemed to the writer a desirable thing to
do; and he thonght the best method was to show
them what varied employment for their labour,
what virgin sources of national wealth, lic within
their grasp, if they will only pluck up courage
and energy and enterprise equal to that which
the Irish race exhibits in other parts of the world.
Their cardinal industrial sins are essentially sins
of omission, They do not manipulate their local
products. 'Thn}- export the raw material, and they
import the manufactured article, Instead of holding
on to the raw material until they have brought it
up to its highest commercial value, by putting into
it the very utmost amount of labour it will profit-
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ably bear, they part with it at the first opportunity,
well knowing (as they must) that by-and-by they
must buy it back again, weighted with the labour
expended on it by other nations, But even with
this wasteful practice the resources of Ireland are
not half developed, as the following pages will
abundantly prove. Ircland wastes her substance,
not in rictous living, but out of sheer thoughtless-
ness and thriftlessness; and what she does not
waste, she neglects, It is as if the inheritor of an
ample fortune refused half of it, and starved on the
remainder.

Most of the papers comprised in this volume
were first printed in the S Fames's Gazette,® and
excited a very considerable amount of interest both
in England and Ireland. They do not profess to be
based on an entirely new body of facts, or to be the
result of an elaborate special inquiry : thﬂ}": merely
bring together a great deal of hitherto scattered or
hidden information upon a subject of admittedly
pressing importance. So far as its statements of
fact are concerned, therefore, the book pretends to
no higher title than that of a trustworthy com-

* Chapters XL, XII., XIV, XV, XVI, XVIL, and XVIII,
are additions to the original series,
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pilation ; while its conclusions and suggestions
upon points respecting which the authorities differ
are at least founded on an impartial consideration
of the evidence. If any bias at all has existed in
the mind of the writer, it has been in favour of
putting the best complexion on the industrial capa-
bilities of Ircland, with the view of attracting those
who might aid in their development. The too
familiar political controversies of the hour have
not been touched. They begin where this book
concludes; and the only remark the writer has
to make is, that a habitable country—a country
whose natural resources are well adapted to the
maintenance of human existence in comfort and
praosperity—ought not to be difficult to govern.

E. D.

Lownoy,
Foacreary, 1337,



