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PREFACE

Tus subject of the Canae of the O1d Testament was
discussedt in o previcas volune. The bistory of its
[ormution was fraccd, tlie detorrabng prineiple of ks
collection wos considored, wid tle books contained in it
wore Idenbilied.  Ooe who @5 culering npon Lhe stuly
of these books will Luether desive to Luguire into the
churactor and condicion of their legt,  The fiest thing
to enzage attention is the leegnage in which the Old
Testament was oviginally written, in it relation to other
forms of lnman spoceh, and its speeial adaptation to be
the vehicle of this prelimioey revelation.  The history
of Hebrow as a living lanpuape will bring to et diver-
aities of nsage in dilferent styles of composibion and in
different periods of time |y wwd it 12 0 matter of interest
amd importanee o inguive whothar any farts ascertained
tend to diserelit the genninoness of the books of Moses
in whole or in part.  Aud the history of its stady sinee
Hebrew ceased to be spoken will show what resson
there is to belicve that it is eovrectly understood by
modern scholars.  The changes which hava taken place
in its writfen choacters notneally snggest the inguiry
whether they have in any way proved detrimental to
the acenracy with which the text hoa been preservad, or
have injurionsly affncted ils intecpratation.  And in par
tionlar the ovigin and authority of the vowel poeints
must be investigated in order to ascertain whether they
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can be confidently relied upon as a trustworthy guide
to the mweaning of the sacred text.

The question then arises, how has this original text
of the Old Testament been fransmilted to va, and what
guarantes ig theve of the fidelity and eare with which
this has been done? This leads to the consideration
of manuseripts, their various classes, the oversight ex-
tended over them, the rigid rules prescribed for their
transcription, their age, their wide dispersion and gen-
eral character, The Old Testament was besides early
translated into various languages, and these anclent
versiona still exist. Tt is fmportant to know something
of the character and history of these versions, that some
judgment may be formed of the value of the testimony
which they rendor respecting the primitive text. Man-
ugeripts, Versions, the qunotations of Beriptural passages
in early writers, and their staternents about them, includ-
ing that vast body of critical annotations known as the
Massora, comprise the apparatus available for tracing
the history of the text Irom age to age during the long
interval which has clapsed from the fivae of the sacred
writcrs to the present day. They conatitute likewise
the material for what i8 technically called {extual eriti-
cism, the object of which is to ascertain with the utmost
possible precision the sxact words of the sacred pen-
men, as determined by a minute and painstaking exam.-
ination of all external authorities.

Prmorrow, N, d.,
Novermber 1, 1859,
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