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of (lie tongue that can Guiler, O reador Bewirel
As we commonly flnd & decoy mask & snare ;
And shonld Candor's kb happen to touch om w flaw,
Pray thysell deem exempled by good-breeding's kww.
Fain wonld | pleass all, but ‘fwere vals to stbampd,
Por what here dnds u smile, ot there mocts conbempd ¢
I have therefore determin’d to traih o adhere,
Esteem approbation, and lingh at the sneer.
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PREFACE.

So repugnant is our perverse nature to the ealutary
precepis of Virtue; and 80 lamentably disregarded is
the sway of her unsullied sceptre, in this our degene-
rate day, in which skilful invention seduloualy prompts
the ready propensities of the human breast; that
I do notso much as presume to trust the following
‘feeble effusions of my pen, will materially arouse the
criminal apathy of the one, or in any wise, restrain the
baneful efforts of the other: yet, violated as her
honorable mandates are, consecious that they are cal-
culated to smooth the chequered - paths of life, and
point our way to peace, I derive a satisfaction in
vindiceting them, far more grateful then the empty
approbafion of vice, or the fallacious smile of folly.
Acluated then, by such feelings, I composed the fol-
lowing humble work, which [ now submit to a discern-
ing Pablic, with difidence in every sense but this,



