A HISTORICAL ADDRESS, BEFORE
THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
IN SALISBURY, CONN., AT THEIR
FIRST CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION,
NOVEMBER 20, 1844



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649330829

A Historical Address, Before the Congregational Church in Salisbury, Conn., at Their First
Centennial Celebration, November 20, 1844 by Adam Reid

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



ADAM REID

A HISTORICAL ADDRESS, BEFORE
THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
IN SALISBURY, CONN., AT THEIR
FIRST CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION,
NOVEMBER 20, 1844

ﬁTrieste






A

HISTORICAL ADDRESS,

BEFORE TUE

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH,

I

SALISEURT, CONN.,

AT THEIA FIRAT

. CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION,

November 20: 1844,

By ADAM REID,

FASTOR OF THE CHURCE.
Pellbered by Veguent.

HARTFORD.

FRESH OF ELIHUT GEER, % STATE BT,
M.DOOC.TLY.



e ¥

I;r fls‘f‘qg?arfﬂt 6_
?.

1363, 45447

P L
Vol
4 .



ADDRESS

Orz suFDRED yoard ago o church of Christ was organized in
this place, and Mr. Jonathan Lee ordained and installed their
Pastor ; and we are this day met to commemorate the event.
To meditate on the past, to dwell on the deeds and the virtues
of our ancestry, and to sanctify times and seasons for their more
special remembrance and celebration, has ever heen decmed a
profitable snd hecoming employment. [ ir tonctioned by scrip-

Auwre. Omnce every year were the tribes of Tsrae! commanded to

asgembls in Jerusalem, to commomorate the great event of the
passover, when the angel of the Lord smote the first born of
Egypt, and when in consequence, their fathers were led forth
from that land of bondage with 2 high hand and an outstretched
arm, and virtually began their national existence, It is hallowed

"By custom. Germany celebrates the birth day of Luther; Prot-

estant Christendon unites with ber in commemorating the rise of
the Reformation ; and we nnoually do honor to the day when

‘our fathers forever renounced allegianee to the throne of Eng-

land, declared themselves free and independent, and began to
live ns u nation. ¢ ds dictared By the holiest yearnings of nature.
To venerate tho memory of onr fathers, to desire to dwell under
the same old roof, to sitby the same old hearth-stone, to look on

“the same sights, and use the same household furniture, to drink

water out of the same old well, drawn by the same old bucket, to
stand under the shadow of the same old elm, and look out upon
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the same old mountains, to worship in the same sanctuary, and
at last to lay our bonesin the same sepnichre ;—what man own-
ing @ healthy and unsophisticated heart does not feel that this
sentiment is a right and a proper one, honomahle to our nature,
and essentinl {0 trus manhood ; — and what is this but the feel-
ing that prompts us to a more speciol commemoration.

“Ta be ignorant of what happened before we wera born,”
Eays an apcient sage, *is to be always a child.” History i but
the tribute which the present pays to the past. If it be right to
reverence old age, then is it right to reverence mntiguity. It is
simply the love of kindred and ancestry ; and & nation or an indi-
vidual without this feeling, must ever be heady and high-minded,
tash and revolutionary, It is & comservative feeling —a sober,
filinl, submissive feeling ; essential to a good mind — essentia! to
peace, and good order, and wise thinking, and judicious advanes ;
—and they who would hastily condeman or break awsy from the
sentiments of their fathers, rejecting them because they aré old,
and for the mere sgle of shewing their independence and supe-
riority, prove that they are lacking in the best elements of men-

- tal greatocas. They are unwise men — men of ﬂouceit—pmud,

ambitious, self-sufficient, headlong ; men whom we cannet love,
and whom we will rot trust.

We honor the principle that makes the descendant of a long
Hllnstrious line fee] proud of his lineags, and love to dwell in the
old baronial hall where his fathers have dwell for a thousand years
before him, and look with emetions of reverent delight on every

grey turret and every antique, time-worn battlement.  [tis natu-

ral and instinetive, sacrad and hallowing. 'There never has been,
and never can be,a truly greatand patriotic character without it ;
and every thing that tends to cherish thin feeling in a pation —
and especially a nation like ours, where from the very neture of
our government, the tendencies to rashness and innovation are so
strong —the famous batte-ground, the Thermopylae where
fought and fell the assertors of its liberty, the home or the grave
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of the illustrious patriot, the small sequestered graveyard with its
lawly monuments and quaint epitaphs, the old rebellions Charter
Oak, and the totiering antiquated building ; —all ought 1o be
guarded with a pious care and a filial veneration. 'They are eea

marks in the tide of time, inking s with the dayeand deeds of
the illustriovs dead ; and if this holy, reverential faehng could be
gpread throughout the land, and incorporated with the national
mind, it would do more to restrain the spirit of ]awleﬂ;snean,
give stability to our povernment, and to check that haadlang, TeY-
olutionary tendericy, which is everywhere prevalent, then all the
terrors of the m.gmtmte wad oll the enactments of the states-
men.

Cottrmunities are Yke individuals ; they buve their infancy,
their youth, their manhood, and very often, though not necessa-
rily, their old age ; and-to be able to form anything like a true
ettimata of their character, or a conjecture as to what, in all
likelikood, will he their future destiny, wa must study the earlier
stagen of their history. We must know the character of their
ancestry, the principles of their early training, the perilous or
prosperons passages of their course, on what rocke they were in
danger of foundering, throngh what straits they with difficulty
man, to what canses are owing the more peculiar features of their
moral being, the events-that awakened their enerpies and devel-
oped their resources, and, in short, all the diversified experiences
of their past life. By tracing the stream from its source down-
wards, by observing the occurrencies that follow each other in
regular sequence, we are able to discern those more recondite
causes, and those more secret springe of action, whenece have
flowed events universally admitted it may be, yet hitherto unex-
plained, or but very partially understood.

The aonals of & church in a country town like this must ne-
cessarily be Fmited ; and yet in travelling over so wide a space as
one hundred years, nothing more, it is obvious, than a mere sketch
csn be given, leaving many thiogs eatirely unnoticed, and
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touching only on those eventa and features of the history whld:
appear tobe the more prominent and instructive.

Nothing is more remarkable in the character of our fathers,
than the valse which they attached to the public ordinances of
religion. No sooner had the humhle cottage been built to shel-
ter themselves and their families, than efforts were made to
obizin the establishment of the gospel minjstry among them.—
Their first want was & home to live in, their second a dwelling
placs for the God of Zion. They felt th.u.t without the hallow-
ing influences of christianity, lifs would be unsanctified and
unblest, and their children would grow up in heathenism, under
the power of prineiples and passions which would defent all the
grand purposes of existence; that the foundations of society
would be ingecurs, unless laid upon the religien of Jesus Chriat,
as the chief cormer stone; and that whatever their civil institu-
tions might be, or the skill end policy with which they were
adminisiered, or the ouiward advantages of their lof, the ele-
ments of society would be aver loose and disjeinted, aod in dan-
ger of dislocation and anarchy, without the camenting bood, the
strong conservative influcnce of the gospel. They knew noth-
ing of the unhallowed disorgmnizing mazxim of our day, that
politics and religion must be kept wholly unconnected, that in
eeeking to promote the one we are nt liberty to disregard afl the
obligations of the other, that what is morally wrong may after,
all be politically right. Such a principle they would have justly
deemed infidel and atheistical, incompatible with the exercise
of a good conscience, dangerous to the interests of public liberty,.
the inlet to all knavery and dishonesty, and palpably opposed to,
the commonest principles of piety and momlity ; and they would
nomore have thought of ncting on it, than of attempting to over-
turn the government of God, or tv breathe without his will and
live without his bounty. Religion with them was a paramount.
principle ; it shaped their laws, it governed them in the choice
of their afficers, it moulded their public speeches, it established
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and regulated their schools, it governed the entire cconomy elike

of their publicand their private being. And we have yet to learn

how or i what respects these eenliments of our noble ancestors
were either unseriptural or impolitic ; or that in soundncss of
mind, in natural sagacity, in sober sense, in nobility of intellect,
in sterling echolarship, in troe eloquence, and in all that goes to
make able statesmen and s prosperous pecple, they were inferior
to any of their unworthy descendants of this day who affect to.
despise them.

And they would have been unworthy of their descent, ns well
ns unfaithful to their God, if they had acted otherwise. Ttis
the glory of the Pilarim fathers, that from the day of their land-
ing on tha rock of Plymouth, the establishment of the gospel
ministry, and of all the inatitations therewith connected, was an
ubject of paramonunt solici{ude — I ought rather to have =nid,
before the day of their landing, While yet in the cabin of the
Mayflower, ithey had made full provieion for the public worship
of God. They were christian men—soher, grave, =olid, reli-
gious men—tho winnowed wheat of old England—men who
were willing to sacrifice their earthly all for the love of Christ
and liberty of conscience ;—and ere they had so much as looked
on that rock-bound coast whither the hand of providence was
leading them, or koew how or where they were to find & home
to shelter themaelves and theic liitle ones from the unwonted
rigors of an untried wiater, they had entered into sacred com-
pact; and every arrangement which piety and self denial and
wise sagacity could dietate, had been made for the regular
edministration of gospel ordinances,

It is the fashion of the day to cast contempt on the character
and institutions of these men—men to whom we owe everything
of civil and religious liberty that exists in the land ; but we have
no sympathy with such a course ; we pity it, and we despise it,
as the offspring of a presumptuous ignorance or an unhallowed
heart. We glory in these men—we glory in their characters —
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