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PREFACE.

Trrs edition of the dpology of Soeretes and the Crifo is based
upon Dr. Christian Cron's eighth edition, Leipzig, 1882, The
Notes and Introduction here given bave in the main been con-
fined within the limits intelligently drawn by Dr. Cron, whose
commentaries npon various dialogues of Plato bave done and atill
do so moch in Germany to make the study of cur author more
profitable as well as plensanter. No scruple has been felt, how-
ever, in making changea. 1 trust there are few if any of these
which Dr. Cron might not hitueelf make if he were preparing his
work for an English-thinking and English-speaking publie.

No editor of Plato in England or Amerles can escapa the
influence of Dr. Jowett's labors upon Plato; certainly not one
who owes so much to Dr. Jowett's teaching and friendship as
I do. Thia ie & debt which, becavse it i contracted wmoon-
sciously for the most part, can hardly be adeguately acknowledged.
Riddell's valoable edition hes soggested many changes and addi-
tions in the Notes, and Stallbaum has been sasiduonsly consulted.

The Appeodix to the Introduction differs very materially from
the corresponding portioc of Dr. Crom's ‘hook. There s else-
where I have been constactly advised and ss constantly eolight-
ened by my kind friend and former teacher, Professor W. W.
Goodwin. But this list of my creditors muost pecessarily remsin
incomplete, for I cannot mention those who have helped me most,
nor can I record here the oames of all my pupils, past and pres-
ent, whose needs have been my guide snd my impulse in pre-
paring this book. '
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The Text i substantiaily that of Dr. Cron’s edition; where
there is alteration, reasons are given in the Criticel Appendix. In
no case have the illnstrative citations of the German commentary
been inconsiderately omitted; so far as possible, indeed, further
citations have bDeen made. The dramatists, especially Euripides,
have been constantly drawn upon for pew citations. It is essy
to underrate the importance of Euripides to the reader of Plato;
it is impossible to overstate in the intarests of higher seholarship
the desirability of having even the youngesi students of Greek
letters dissipline themeelves in the readiog and Leeding of cita.
tions offered to illustrate their author.

LOUIS DYER.

HARVABRD UTXIVEREITE,
July, 1E85.




INTRODUCTION,

Tue endowment of philosophical thought with a beautiful form 1
of its own was the last literary triomph of Greece. Guided by a
wonderful law of growth, the Greeks, before desling with philos-
ophy, had already displayed in the slaboration of varions kinde of
literatare their singulnr suseeptibility to beanty. Hpic and lyric
composition fltet ran their full course and then the drama suc-
ceeded them. Indeed not poetry only but also history and oratory
preceded philosophy, for when the drama wuas perfect they were
nearly so. Philosophy, meanwhile, sfill lacked an outward form
for the expression of what she was bound to sey. Thia lack in-
volves more than & question of clothing: tha body itself of Greek
thought was as yet but imperfectly developed. Since thotight
{ratio) ia the soul of which the body is uitcrance {orafio), we
eannot wonder at inding a single Greek word (Adyes} for both, nor
ean we fail to aee that the aoni of philosoply was pol foll-grown
notil it had fashioned for Tteelf a body in which to stand forth free
and Independent.

The merest glance at the history of philosophy? justifiea this 2
statement. (Greek philosophy fivet pave slpus of life in the cos-
mogoniea and theogonies of early poets who were anything but

1 The most important facts are to he
found: (1) In Flato"a writings, {2} in
Ariatotle’s writings, especially in' the
first book of his Metaphysics. The
chief modern books are: (1) Historin
FPhilosophies Graecae et Romanae ex
fontiom locks contexes. Locon eollag.
H. Ritter et L. Preller. Ed. 6. (2}
Brandis, Hendbuch der CJeachichte
der Griechisch-Romiechen Philosophie.
2 Theile. {3} Zeller, die Philosophie
der Griechen, translsted by verious
hands, &nd published by Longmana tn

five volomes, i snd ii. * The PreSo-
critic Philosophy,” 3. * Socrates and
the Saorgtic Schoole,” iv. ¥ Plato und
the Older Academy,” v. * The Biolcs,
Epicurcans, and Beeptica” (4} F.
Teberweg, Grundrizs der Geaschichte
dler Philosophie dea Alterthums, His-
tory of Thilosophy from Thales to
the present time, ¥ol. T, * Ancient
Philosophy.” (5} G. H. Lewes’s Bio-
graphical History of Philosophy.
{6) 1. F, Ferrier's Lectures, {7} The
beut book for young students s J. B



INTRODUCTION.

philosophers; and even those famous worthies, the seven wise
men, belong rather to'the history of politice and civilization in
general, than to the special history of philosophy. The name
of Thales, one of tha wise seven, stands at the beginning in
Greek philosophy. He, and with him his fellow-townamen and
euecessors, Anaximander and Anaximenes, asked this guestion s
What is that something ont of which everything in Nature grows
and iz made? At Miletus, & town whose political and intellectual
vigor gave it preéminence among the Ionisn colonies in Asia Minor,
these three men lived and sought for something omnipresent and
unchanging, for the teal subefance which underlies the uncess-
ing surface-changes offered o man's aenses in the world. They
all found this in elementary matter of wome description. Thales
deseribed it g8 WATER, Aunximander as v¢ dmapor, the UNKLIMITED.!
Anaximenee called it azx. But this elementary matier no one of
the three opposad to Spirit; for the opposition of ‘¢ apiritual’® and
“vmaterial,** or of “matter®’ and * wind"” came much later. To
the Milesian philosophets matter was a gomething which, if not
divine, was instinet with divine energy,

3  Yeta far leas material notion of thiz permanent something under-
lying all change was undoubtedly arrived st by the Pythagoreans.
Born at Samos, Pythagoras emigrated to Croton, where about 530
B.C. he founded the half religions and helf pelitical society which
bore his name. These Pylhagoresns believed that womser was
tho essence of things, the permauent and real part of the world,
or, fa give thelr second way of putting the doctrine, that the ele-
ments of nombers are the elements of things. This doctrine
admits of application not ooly to the pliysical world, but also to

Mayor's Sketeh of Ancient Philosophy
from Thales to Cleero.  Cambridee,
1881, Pitt Press Series. Bpecial works

suplite, 2 Theile. [4) The Dislogues
uf PMluto trenslated into English by
B. Jowett. (5} Grote, Plate and the

on Plato are: (1) K. F. Hermann, Ge-
sehichte nnd Bystem der Platoniechen
Philosophie. {2} Steinhart, Einleitong
gu Platon’s Simmtlichen Werkun,
fibereetzt von H, Miiller, und Platons
Leben. (3) Susemihl, die genetische
Entwickelung der Platonischen Philo-

other companions of Bokrates.

' Matter stripped of limits or boun.
dary-lines; a something which, being
everything and anything, is, ascording
nn it ie limited in one way or another,
“eyprything by turne end nothing
long.” I
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the moral world, —to the whole fleld of human action.’ But the
Pythagoreans framed no philosophy of right and wrong. They

contented themselves with a few practical maxims which were use-
ful in the work of their society. Among the varicus doctrines
attributed to Pythagoras snd his school, we can with certainty
connect only one with Pythegoras himself. He cerfainly main-
tained the theory of tha Transmigration of Souls.! Philolans,
probably an elder contemporary of Soerates and Democritus, first
stated the tenets of this scheol in writing. He came to Thebes,
where Le faught, mearly ot the same time with Lysls, his well-
known brother-Pythagorean. Of the book by Philolaus entitled
IIspd $voewy, such fragmonte as have been preserved are collected
by Boeckh,® and supply an invaludble sonres for the history of the
old-school Pythagoreanism. Of the later Pythagoreans Archytas
of Tarentur, who lived in the fonrth century s.¢.. is the most note-
worthy. He distinguished hime-lf io polities and in mathematies.

The Pythagoreans approached n comparatively spiritnal concep-
tion of nature, but the Eleatics went farther in the same direction.
Xenophanes of Colophon, the reputed oviginator of this new doc-
trine, waa probably a contemporary of Prthagorss,  Looking upon
the world as s whole, e maintained that the Avy is the Oxe, and
that the One is God. This ufteranee implies o deep-aeatod moral
convictlon that God is perfection. Parmenides, who was born
sbout 515 B.c.,* at Elea, 2 Phoacan colony in Ttaly, first devel-

1 Mumber is the law and the bend

T Of The Marchant of Venice, Avt
that holds the world together; avery-

TV, Beene T, 13041, ; also Ovid, Matam.

thing, if we are to know it, must be
nwmbered, fe vdd oreven, 0dd num-
bera are lmited, even mombers arg
unlimitad, and all easea of oppogition
are, g2 16 wore, ceses of the opposition
of odd to even eo that the following
list of opposites may be made wgrd
vweracylar, wnder two hewds : —

{A4) ) r4) (B
. Unltemited. | Hest . . . Motlon,
Odd . o« BEven. Biralght . Crooked.
Ona . . . Many. Tight. . . Tiarhoess.
Right . . Lefi. Good . . . Dnd.
WMole. . . Female. Hooara . . {Malang
{ Rectaagle).

XV. 185 £

3 Philolaos des Fythagoreers Leh-
ren ncbet den Brucheticken seines
Werkes, von August Bocckh, Berlin,
1819, The sutheaticity of these frag-
ments has recently been ealled in
goestion. -

*To fix thie date ¢f. Plato's Theae-
tetus, p. 183 e, apd Parmenides, p.
127 b, where it is said that Soccrates,
in enrly youth, sow both Zemo and
Parmenides, and that the latler was s
very old man, The age of Parmenides
waasixty-five, whils Zene's is placed at
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