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PREFACE.

Havixe the satisfaction of introducing to the Pahlic
this very pleasing and charseteristic Poum, the
Fanwzr's Bov, [ think it will be agrecable to pre-
face it with a short Account of the manner in which
it came into my Hands: and, which will be much
mote interesting to every Meader, 2 litte Histney of
the Autbor, which has been conuvanrated to' me
by his Brother, and which T shali very nearly bran-
seribe gz it Lies before me,

In Nowember iast year * I receiv’d a MS. which
1 was requested to read, and fo pive my opinion of
it. Ithad before been shewn to soroe persons in
London: whose indifference toward it may probably

be explain’d when it is cemsider'd that ik came to -

their hands under oo circnmstances of adventitous
recommendation, With some a person mnst be
rich, or titled, or fashicnable as & Hierazy name, o
at least fashionable in some respect, good or had,
before any thing which he can offer will be thenght
waorthy of notice, .

I bad been a2 litlle accustom'd to the effect of
prejudices: and I was determin'd to judge, in the

# This was written In 1705

]
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iv PREFACE

only just and reasonable way, of the Work, by the
Work itsclf. _

At first ¥ donfess, secihg it divided into the fouy
Beagons, T had o encounter a prepossession not very
advantageous to any writer, that the Author was
treading in a path alrcady so admirsbly trod by
Taomron; and might be edding one more to an
dttemnpt already so ofien, but so imjudiciously and
anhappily tiade, of tamsmuting that woble Poem
from Blank Verse into Bhiroe;. . from its own purc
native Gold ibty an alloyed Metal of incomparably
lcss aplengder, pormancnce, and worth,

I had soon, however, the plessure of finding
miyself reliev'd from that apprebension: and of dis-
covering that, although the delineation of Bunat
Scswaky naturally branches itself into these divi-
sions, thers was little et cxeept the General Gua-
lities of a musicsl ear, fAowing numbers, Feeling,
Picty, poctic Imagery and Animatien, a taste for
the picturesque, a fuc scoss of the patoral and
pathetic, force of theught, and liveliness of imagi-
nation, which were in common between Thomson
aod this Acithor. And these are gualities which
whoever haa the e_','é, tke heart,  the awakened and
surrounding intellect, and the diviner sense of the
Poet, which alene can deserve the name, must
Posscss. .

But, with these geperal Characters of true
Poetry, ** The Farmer's oy " has, as I have said, a
character 'of its own, It is discriminated as moch
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a5 1he circomstances and habits, and situatiom, and
ideas consequently associated, which.are so widely
diverse in the two'Authors, conld make: it diffe-
rent.  Simplicity, swoctness, a natural tendermess,
that molie atque fecetum which Honace colebrates
in the Belognes of Viacis, will be found to belong
to it

Lintend some farther aud more pertienlar Car-
Ticai BEmasxs on thie charming Performance.
But I now pass to the Acconnt of the Author him-
sclf, a4 given me by his Brother:. . .a Man to whom
alse I was entiraly a siranger: ., oot whose Candor,
good Sense, 2nd brotherly Affection, appear in thiz
Narrative; and of the Justness of whose Under-
standing, and the Goodness of his Heart. 1 have had
many Proofs, in copsequence of a corrmpoodence
with him oo diffcront oocasivns which have soce
arisan, when thie had made me dcquainted with
kim, zod interested me in bis behald

In writing to mec, Mr. Geoass BLooNFiELD,
wha s a Shocmaker alse, as his Brother, and lives
at Bury, thus expicsses himeelf,

* As I spent five yeam with the Author, from
the time he was thirteen years and a half old # till
he was turoed of eighteen, the most foteresting
time of lifc {} mean the time that instruction is
acquir'd, if acquir'd at all), I thick I am able to
give a better account of him than any one can, or

* This by farther recollectlon has since been discover'd
and stated by Mr. G. and My, R. Broos Fisab ant to be quite
£aact, Ber p.vidh. O.L.
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than be can of himself: for hiz Modesty wounld
not let him speale of his Temper, Disposition, af
Morals.” :

* Roperr was the younger Child of Groroz
Broowriern, a Tayler, at Howrweron, * His
Fether died when he wes an infant under a year
cld.+ His Motiter ¥ was 2 Schoolmistress, and in-
structed ber own Children with the others. Ha

thus leam'd 1o read a5 so0n a5 he learn'd to speak.”

“ Thogeh the Mother was left a Widow with
six small Children, yet with the help of Fricnds vhe
manag'd to give eacl of them a Little schooking.,”

© * RopsaT was accordingly seot to Mr. Ron-
WELL, § of Jxworth, to be improved in Friting:
but be did not po 1o that School more than two ot
thres months, nor was over seot to any other; bis
Mother again miarrying when RozeaT was about
zeven years old.”

“ By ber scond Husband, Fouw Groves, che
had another Family.™

* This Village is brtwreen Euxiss and Thoke, and ahogt
¢ight ks N E. of Bagy. L.

t Our Author was barg, 28 his Mother trs obligingly
informeed e, B B 1706, L

1 Evtzanern, Daoghter of Resxer Mawsv. Vide Note
at the end of this Prefece.

§ This respectable Man is senior Clerk &0 the Magis-
trates of the Flundred of Buicxsoonn, in which Hemington
is sitmated, and bas conducred himself Wwith great peopriety
in this and oiher public employments, L.
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“ When Hobert waa not above sleven years old,
the late My, W, AveTin, of SarisToN, * took him
And thoagh it is customary for Farmers to pay such
Boys anly 1s. 6d. per week, yet he generonsly took
him into the boues. This reliev'd his Mother of
any othet expence than only of finding him a fow
things to wear: and this waa mare than she well
Enew how to do."

* Bhe wrots therefore,” My, &, BiooMriern
contimoes, ** t0 me and my Brother Nar (then in
London), to awist her; mentioning that he, Bo-
B8Ry, was 50 amall of his age that My, Avsriw
said e was pok likely 1o be ahle to ger his Jiving
by hard labonr.”

Mr. G. Beoospt2in on this inforn'd his Mo-
ther that, if she would let him take the Boy with
bim, be would take him, and teach himy to make
shoes: and Nar promigd to clothe hine. The
Mother, upen this offer, tock coach and came to
Lewpon, to Mr, G, Buoowrerenp, with the Boy:
for she spid, she never shonld have been happy if
she had not put him herself into his hands.

“ She charg'd me,” be adds, ™ o [ relued o
Mother's Blessing, 1s watch over him, o set good
Evamples for him, and never to forgel that ke had
lost his Father™ 1 religionsly confine myself’ to
Mr. G. Broomerern'a own words; and thiok I
should wrong all the partics eoncerned if in men-

ticning this pathetic and mccemful Admonition, I

® This lictle Village' adjoing to Hawimevton. I.
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