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THEORY OF EDUCATION

A

Education in the Pasl.
PREPARATORY,

In this age of revolution and self-styled
reform, we are called upon to lieten to pro-
tests againat every form of existing reality.
It is well that the rationale of all wa have
and are should pass under the scrutinizing
review of the censor. But it {s better to be.
able to see positive features than merely to.
be able to ntter protests. Meanwhile the
merely negative is better than the death of
stagnation.

Our aystems of edncation sre no better
than they should be,—far from it. But it
does not follow that any change would be-
for the better. Only when we can see the-
full grounds for the reality of a systent, can:
we set about improving it wisely.

Text-book education has been the snbject.
of much sbuose for three.fonrths of a century
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among edacational men in Europe and this

~gountry, 'The great writers of the English
* language in the seventeenth century have
gnticipated most of the olbjections now
urged. Ooe will find admirable statements
of them in Locke and Milton, snd, what is
more, he will find them so tempersale as to
eacape the extremes into which our later
day protesta have daveloped.

It is with a view of throwing some light
on this important question that I commence
its atndy afar off at the beginnings of our
aystem of achool instruction, and trace its
affilistion with the political history of mod-
ern times.

HISTORICAL.

Just about four hundred years ago Wm.
Caxton, the first English printer, was en-
gaged on the first of his worke—the history
of Raoul le Fevre—** Receuil des histoires
de Troys.” The same year printing was
introdunced into Milan and Venice. Iteeoms
that the {ntvandion of the art of printing dates
back of this some thirty years, and that the
firm of Johann Faust and Gutenberg com-
menced the businese of printing books in
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the city of Mentz in the year 1450. The
epoch is & notable one in history.

Three years after the partnership of Faust-
Gutenburg, Constantinople fell.into the
hands of the Turke, and the Eastern Em-
pire closed its career. The ¢ Wars of the
Roses ” depopulated England of ber nobility
to such an extent that the royal power rose
nearly to absolutiem in the dynasty of kings
that followed and in the next resction, the
power of the Commons came uppermost.
In Spain, Ferdinand and Isabella united
their crowns, and drove out the laet vestige
of Moorish power from Huorope the same
year that “* Genoese Columbue launched his
adventurons flest into the Western ocean.”
The Medici family were st the height of
power in Florence, and Loranzo the Mapgnifi-
cent ascended the throne the same year that
Caxton completed the history we have
named. Under his reign were born the great.
Michael Angelo and the great Raphasl.
Murciliue Fieinos, the reviver of the pro-
foond study of Plato and the Platonists of
Alexandrin, was his schoolmaster,

What with the revival of learning and the
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discovery of new worlds, the mastery over
the Moalem, the invention of printing, and
the bloom of romantic art, the ** Time Riv-
or,” aa Goetha calla it, was indesd swollen
to overflowing, and in the age following there
arose in Europe the modern States system,
and the “ Balance of Power® developed
through the wars of Charles the Fifth, with
Francie the First and Henry the Eighth,
At this epoch appoared the HerormaTiON,
and the new impulsa toward independence
of anthority. Luther, Erasmus and Melanch-
thon appear at the same time as Coperni-
cus, with the *“true system of the Universe,*
snd Roger Aschem, the school-master,
teaching Greak to Queen Elizabath.

With the spread of the art of printing
came the cheapening of books and the stim-
ulus to popular eduvcation. According fo
Diesterweg, the eminent German educator,
““the present system of common cor publie
echoolas—that is, schools which are open to
gll children under eertain regnlations—dates
from the discovery of printing, in 1438,
when books began to be furnished so cheaply
that the poor conld buy them.” He remarks:
¢ Hspecially after Martin Luther had trans-
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lated the Bible into QGerman, and the de-
gire to possess and underatand thatinvalvuable
book became universal, did there also be-
come universal the desire to know how to
read, Men sought tolearn, not only for the
sake of reading the Scriptures, but aleo to
ba able to read end sing the psalme snd to
learn the catechismi. For this purpose schools
for children were established which were es-
pentially reading-schools. HReading was the
first and principal study ; next came singing,
and then memorizing texts, songs, and the
catechism, At firet the ministers fanght;
but afterwards the duty was turned over to
the inferior church officerz, the chorizters
and sextons, Their duties us choristers and
sextons were paramonnt, and as schoolmas-
ters only secondury. The children paid &
emall monthly fee, no more being thought
necessary, since the schoolmaster derived a
galsry from the church,”

The mode of instruction at thie early peri-
od of public school history is characterized
by Diesterweg in the following words:
“ Hach child read by himeself ; the simulta-
neous method (that of classes) was not yet
known., Oneafteranotherstepped up to the






