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RESENTING the substance of some

of the public lectures delivered at
the Medical School of Harvard Univer-
sity, this series aims to provide in easily
accessible form modern and authorita-
tive information on medical subjects
of general importance. The following
committee, composed of members of
the Faculty of Medicine, has editorial
supervision of the volumes published:
EDWARD HICKLING BRADFORD,

AM., MDD, Dean of the Faculty of

Medicine, and Professor of Orthopedic
Surgery, Emeritus.

HAROLD CLARENCE ERNST, AM.,
M.D., Professor of Bacteriology.

WALTER BRADFORD CANNON, A M.,
M.D., George Higginson Professor of
Physiology.
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THEimparhncedthissuhjactn&adﬁ
no argument. Symmetrical, sound,
well-kept teeth are important contri-
butions to the beauty of the human
countenance. Their possession is right-
ly construed to mean cultivation and
refinement. A person with nicely kept
tecth may be expected to be of the
kind fastidious in other

’Ihmmndd:tmntuthebmlwnfthe
teeth, may be urged their importance in
the preparation of the food for digestion
and assimilation. All other things being
equal, the person who masticates his food
thoroughly is the person likely to be
blessed with the most comfortable and
mmpletadxguhon,nndthebutnutn—

Whila:tutmathatthepmthetm
dentist is able to provide excellent sub-
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stitutes for the natural teeth when these
have been lost, they are not like the
teeth which nature makes. In a sense
they are comparable to the artificial con-
trivances with which we replace natural
limbs. They are an added care. In many
mouths it is not possible to give them
8 good fixation; and their efficiency
in mastication is much less than that
of natural teeth.

An important circumstance with ref-
erence to the possession of good teeth is
hereditary influence. The laws of trans-
mission from parent to child which ob-
tain in other particulars exercise their
influence upon the characteristics of the
teeth. Children that are born of parents
with poor, soft, rapidly-decaying teeth
are likely to inherit similar dental pecu-
liarities. Conwversely, children born of
good parentage, whose teeth have been
regular, little inclined to decay, and gen-
erally strong, are likely to possess teeth
resembling those of their parents.
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