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HINTS TO AN INQUIRER.

INTRODUCTION.

Tmose who practise immersion asssume the position, that
they may lawfully debar from the Lord's tabls all who ad-
minister baptism in other ways, This gives the question
before us an impertance which otherwise wonld not belong t
it. If the exclusive prioeiple advocated by this body of Chris-
‘tians is defensible oo soriptoral grounds, the greater part of
Christ's professed disciples are intruders at his table. Bt
. iy an the other hand; Immersere ate wrong, they are guilty
of axercising an usurpad nutherity in the house of God, and
of withholding the children's bread.

The honest inquirer on this subject, therefore, in settling
the queation, whather he shall ba itamersad and unite with
Immersers, muost, at the same time, seille the question a6 to
close communion. He oanmot join them in choreh fellowship,
without giving his sanetion to their exclusive principle.  Thia
fact he should take along with him, through the whole argu-
ment, and put every suggestion in faver of immersion to the
test of the inquiry—Js this sure and satisfoctory ground on
which fo base close communion ¥

As to tha ose of names, wa moet be exeusad from weing the
termn ** Baptists," for those who prastiss immersion. The
application to them of this name, in equivalent to & concassion,
that wa do not baptiza, And there {a 3 kind of charm attached
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4 HINTS TO AN INQUIEEH.

to the name, carrying with it an impresaion, injurions to the
force of opposile argaments.  The influence of & name oo thia
subject, has an illustration of this kKind. A Cawnpbellite, hold-
ing forth to an unculdvated audience at the west, in favor of
immersion, broke forth in the following eloguent appeal :—
“ Was it John the Methodist? No. Was it John the Epis-
copalian! No. Was it Jobn the Presbywriani No. I
was Johin the Baoptisd.””  And this was doubtless the end of all
strife, for those who eould be convinced by the sound of a
name. But the sound of & name hos its influence mors or Jess
with all ; and it is not fit that in this respect, sn advantage
should be concaded to either side. For any seot to claim the
exclusive use of the term Daptists, is 1o more equitable than
that they should claim an exclusive oes of the vame believers ;
in & way to imply that go others believe in Christ but them-
gelvea, But if they choose thus to beg the-questien, it s not
wise in ue 1o concede it.  We take the liberty, therefore, so
far a8 we have oocasion to apply a name in thess remarks, o
use the term Immemers instead of Haptists—a term which
nead not be offensive to theo, as it has no invidions intent with
us, We are aware that immersion, unseriptural as we con-
ceive it Lo be, is associated with the purest feelings of many
devout disciples of our blessed Lord ; and far be it from us to
trifle weth such feelings. But the canee of truth reqoirs it
of all Pedobaptiats, that thay take apecial paina to break the
force of & babit; and discard, antirely, the use of a term se
injurious to themselves. And, furthermors, it is the duty of
Immersers, themaelves, to discard ita exelusive ose, and that
fur the sake of consisiency, In their new trambation of the
Bible, they have substituted immerss, for baplize, under the
ides that bapiize is not a fit and proper word to express the
thing, and thus have victually expunged bapiiam from the Bi-
ble. And now it is passing strange, if they, who are taking
measures to deprive the Christian world of the very nmne of
bapting, should assutae the mwoopoly of that aume, and style
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themaelves the only Baptims. Surely, after having blotted
the word from the Bible, they will not deem it 8t to relain it
as the name of their sect. Thoogh the sect in ifts infancy,
was baptized by this name, yet now, having aitained t0 ma-
turer knowledge, and discoversd that baptize does ot express
the true idea, they may be expected to securs & change of
name, and eonform %o their riper knowledge.

Wea wish the jngaiver {0 mark in tha outset that the nics
and punctilious ragard to the forma of outward rites, so much
inmisted upon in the Mosaio ritwal, is not requirad of us, A
divine simplicity charactorizes the Wew Testament institotions.
It is contrary to the genivs of the gospel 10 lay great siress on
outward rites. It rather invitas tha main solicitudes upon
ordering the heart eid life. The Engpdom of God coasisteth
not in meats and drinks, but in rightsousness, and peace, and
joy in the Holy Ghost. Neither civoomeinlon wvaileth any-
thing nor uneircumeision, but & new creaturs,

And much lesa does the gospel lay & siress on fhe mode
of performing an extewnal rite, snd require the comscience to
be burdened with the ingpiry, whether it shall be done in this
way or that, It has instituled two rites, as simple as it was
posaible to make them, and saya nothing abont a danger to be-
imcurred, by failing to perform the simple ceramonias, preciss-
ly after & particolar way.

Lat the ingoirer take notice, that Jownersers assume more
responsibility than we do, and have more o prove.  Their prin-
ciplea of close commumion lay them under obligations te show
o on absolute certainty, that inspiration fixes that their way,
and no other way, of applying water in baptism. On the ether
hand, we need only show that there ia no such certainty
and we gain the quemion in dispote. For what intslligent
‘and candid mind could aver fesl justitied in basing close com-
munion wpon on external ceremony of doubtful ebligotion?.
We sxpect, however, to show more than thin. While we
hold that the New Testzment insiels upon no particular way
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of applying the water as essential, wea contend that it favers
sprinkling or pouring ; and that of all the conssivabie forme
of baptism, immersiou is the most unnatoral and improbabls,
&nd the farthest from the troe design of the rite.

CHAFPTER I.

MEAWING OF THE WOHD BAPTIZE.

Tae argument for inmeraicn is founded upen the assmmp-
tion, that the words baptism and immersien convey the same
ides. Bot thie is a gross mistake, Bapiism expresses the
whole idea of the rita, incloding the invoking of the Trinity;
the receiving of the candidare's implisd profession of faith, the
application of the water, and the like. Immersion expresscs
ouly a fracton of this ides, The Baptrzer's Letter furnishes ue
with an apt illustration. *' If I fall from B akip's side and am
thoroughly immersed—is that baptissal No. Or if men
immerse me by foree—is that baptism! No. Or if I am
immemsed wilh my own consent, bot not in the name of the
Trinity—is that baptism? Ne.  Well, then, neither imraee-
gion, nor the use of water in any way i baptism , weo= 18
soMETERG MoRE:""  This is sufficiant to show that baptiss
and immersion are nol Aynonymons terms.

But it is said that tha Gresk words bapto and bapiize {both of
he same origing and 50 nearly identieal in meaniog as ta allow
of our apeaking of them as coe word) decide the contreversy.
We should expect confident ssssrtions in regard to thess
words ; for if they fail, & very malerial part of the Immersar's
argument vanishes. Now we sfirm that these words deter=
mins nothing in this controversy, unless they have & fized
and invariable meaning, alitwing weler fo be applied enly in
one way. If, on investigation, it ba found that cthees words so
much ralisd on, heve different aenses; iff in one connection
they msan to plunge, and io ancther to wash, and in mmothar
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to tings or color, and in another to sprinkls, the mere general
command to baptize doecs not tell pa how the water shall be
used.

The goestion, thef, bafore us is~have these words & fixed
and invarisble meaning?! Hven il we wers to allow {ns we
do mot) that to immerse {8 the premery sigoification of these
terms, it would not fix ue to that way of applying water
Words very aften lose thar primary meaning. Inmtanee tha
English word villain, primarily a servani; ths wonrd olerk,
primarily 8 clergyman. Examples without number might be
addueed, wherain tha primary meaning ia wholly supersaded.
And then many words which retain their primary meaning
have also secondary mesnings, The Erglish noun, general,
means the whole or totality, snd iken secondarily, a military
officer. The word msal is primarily used of the flour of corn,
and thes of a repast., The word dowry, primarily means a
price paid for a wifs ; and secondarily almost the opposiis,
that is, & poriion received with a wifa ; aod a0 of many others,

Agein: when words go abroad and come into a foreign lan-
guage, they often ehange their meaning, Hence, il it eould
be shown that the Gresks used the word for immersion, and

nothing else, it would not follow that the Jews, having adepted.

it as a foreign werd, relained the same semse ; nor that it bears
such & mesning in the New Testament, as Gresk writers
give it. These suggestions are sufficient 0 Taize at least tha
suspicion, that it is hazardous {0 Test close communion upon
the aesumption, that the wond baptize necessarily carries tha
force of immersion.

The inguirer is now prepared to come nester to the point,
sad see how these words are sotually used. We will begin
with uninspired wrilers, Oallimachus and his commentators
use bapto, to denote drawing up, &o. * To-day ye bearers
of waler draw op [baptize] none.'' Hippoorates, speaking of
& ceriain liquid, says, ' When it drops npon the grrments they
are dyed” [baptized.] Observe, the dropping of the Liquid s



