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PREFACE.

Tue facts contained in the follow-
ing Discourse have not any novelty
to recommend them: they are taken
from D’Ohsson, Thornton, Busbek,
Volney, and the numerous travellers
in the East. The form in which
these facts are brought together was
adopted with a view of illustrating
the history of Europe; and the Dis-

course is now published because it
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contains, in a-small space, what is
presumed to be a correct account of
the government of an important and
interesting part of the world, during

more than three centuries.
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Wirs the fall of Constantinople was ex-'
tinguished for ever the last vestige of
the majesty of Rome. However little
the intrigues of the Greek court and
ehurch might resemble the magnanimous
daring and plain wisdom of the Roman’
people, yet the name of Augustus, the
law and the army of Rome carried on a
species of .identity; and the fall of the.
empire, which was once extended from
B



i Fovsae X0eCFrid fan o e framen #f 0 b s

2 ESTABLIHHMENT OF THE

the mouth of the Tagus to the banks of
the Euphrates, is universally dated from
the capture of the city of Constantine
on the banks of the Bosphorus. *

It would be difficult to vouch for the
truth of any narrative of the assault of
Constantineple. The Greeks have en-
deavoured to make up by the rancour of
their pens for the weakness of their
swords ; the Turks, on the other hand,
paid little attention to the sufferings
of a refined hut cowardly people, whom
they destroyed as men crush insects,
with lttle effort and no sympathy.
Hence the Greek historians are eloguent
in theirdeseriptions of merciless carnage,
while the Turkish anpalists speak only
of forbearance and generosity, From
these contradictory accounts, however,
it may be gathered, that the triumphant
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TURES IN EUROPE. 3

assault of the city was not greatly stained
with blood. Those who fought in the
streets indeed were slain without mercy;
neither age nor infancy was spared in
the confusion of battle, but the resist-
ance soon ceased, and with the resist-
ance the slaughter ceased likewise*
The rich dresses, the magnificent fur-
niture, the ornaments of the churches,
the gold and silver which every where
abounded, seem so strongly to have ex-
cited the rapacity, as to have blunted
for a time the ferocity of the Turks. It
may be remarked, likewise, that the as-
sault of a great city is seldom so bloody
as that of a small town; massacre grows
tired of its office, and the band of con-

* Even Leonardus Chiensis says, “ Obsequentibus
vitam parcunt,”
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