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AN OCTAVE OF CATHOLIC PRAYERS

—

FOR THE EVENTFUL YEAR

1851.

By a Protestant Eatholic.
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Innd, "—2 CHEOR. vi, 4.
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PREFACE.

Tue following short forms are not intended to
supersede any that are salready in print ; but
are drawn up for the unse of those persons who
feel that the present times call for more particu-
lar motice of the errors of Popery and its imita-
tion, than is to be found in the manuals in com-
mon vse. The writer wonld suggest that one or
more might well be added to the customary
prayer.

The object has been to express in simple lan-
guage, the thankfulness that onght to be felt by
all British Protestants for their peeuliar blessings,
civil and religious, so long and plentifully rained
down upon our land—the hamility and repent-
ance that become us, when we eonsider how little
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we have improved our national advantages—and
the heartfelt petition that ought to arise from
all our fellow-countrymen, that notwithstanding
our lukewarmness and backsliding, our gracious
Master would condescend still to preserve us as
His peculiar people, and continue and increase
among us that righteousness which has so exalted
our nation—that upon all her glory there may
be a defence.

It is felt that there are defects in these pages,
as indeed there must be in all things human.
But it is hoped that these defects are only in the
dress and oot in the matter. Truoe prayer de-
pends not upon elegance of dietion or flueney of
utterance, but is most frequently found when
such externals are not deemed important. If
the writer hsa succeeded m giving expression to
correct and seriptural sentiments, he is litile
anxious respecting occasional inaccuracies in
style, and confidently relies on the kind indul-
gence of those who may be disposed to avail
themselves of these petitions, although not en-
tirely free from such blemishes.

True worship is essentially spiritual ; but man
conmsting of body and soul, needs forms and
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ordinances to embody his worship ; that he may
be enabled to unite with his fellow-Christians in
their social and public devotions. We see in
the Book of Pealms, the expression of the prayers
and praises of the Old Testament Church ; and
our fathers have handed down to us many of the
forms of the early Christians, which are incorpo-
rated in our Liturgy, and are generally considered
as the best of uninspired compositions.

It only remains to urge all to make the senti-
ments conveyed in these pages their own, in such
a manner as not to be tied to the mode in which
they are expressed ; and especially to remember
that the Lord looketh ot to the words of the
lips, but to the desire of the heart, as a Chris-
tinn bard beautifully sings ;—

Prayer is the soul's sincere desire,
Uttered or unexpressed ;

The motion of a hidden fire,
That trembles in the hrenat.




