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William Canby, grandson of Thomas Canby who came to
America in 1683, was the gon of Oliver Canby, who married
Elizabeth Shipley in.the year 1744 and settled at Brandywine,
where hiz son Williem resided from hig birth in 1748, until his
death in 1830.

He married Martha Marriott, of Bristol, Pa., who was born
at Trenton in 1747, and died in 1826, Bhe was the danghter
of Thomas Marriott, the son of Thomag, and grandson of Tsaac
Marriott, who came to this country and settled in New Jersey
in 1680,

After the marriage of William and Martha Canby in 1774,
their humble but pleasant and comfortable home was a small
twa-story brick bouse, containing, on the ground foor, coly a
living-room " and kitchen.

To this was attached & frame bullding, consisting of an out-
kitechen and wood-house below, with two sleeping-rooms above,



4 WILLIAM AND MAHTHA CANEY.

The dwelling faced with s fair frontege towsrd the Brandy-
wine, but the depth sufficed for a single room only; the living-
room was & cheerful apartment, with an old-fashioned corner
chimpey, where & bright wood-fire hurned in & Franklin stove;
this was finelly replaced by a grate for anthracite coal, one of
the firat two used in Wilmington.

On a ecoruer of the mantel plece above it lay the New Tes-
tament, the life of Lady Chuion, and Pope’s Essay on Man.
William Canby’s usual sest was ¢v a chair heside the fire-place,
and from the volumes named be read dally for several hours;
althongh reading for hingelf, he preferred to read aloud but in
8 low tone, so as not to disturb those around him,

A volume of history, the journal of John Woolman, Thos.
Ellwood, or some other *ancient worthy,” was sometimes
aubetituted For the life of Lady Guion, but he rarely read from
the writings of any peet except Pope, although he frequently
repeated Montgomery’s beautiful lines on Prayer, also those
beginning ** Spirit leave thine house of elay,’” and Pope’s Uni-
versal Prayer.

On the southerly side of the ©' living-room,™ & window and
glaza door looked out on the Jurge old-fashioned garden, which
was bright with Aowers all through the season, and glso sup-
plied the small fruita and vegetables for family use.

There was & yard in front and at the side, in which stood
a fine locust tree and three weeping willows that shaded the
houee and gave it a pleasant rural appearance.
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The new part at the westerly end, consisting of & parlor and
entry, was added in 1809,

The building still stands at the corner of Sixteeath and
King Bireets, but is much changed in appesrance and character ;
the graesy yard is gone, the old part of the house, which eon-
tained the “living-room " snd kitchen, is divided Inte two small
tenant houses, the new part has been enlarged by the addition
of & front poreh, third story and back buildings, so that it pre-
sents & comfortable appesrance.

Humble s this home was, it held & very happy family ; no
pieturea hung upen ita walls, no ornaments except natural
flowers were thers, but it was adorned in iia severe simplicity
and plainness by the presence of parents, who, in obedience to
that Indwelling Light which they publicly profeseed to follow,
were found prompt to evidence their religion, pure and unde-
filed before their (God and Father, by their rendiness © to visil
the fatherless and widows in their afliction, and to keep un-
spotted from the world.”

The influence of their Christian graees, their gentleness
and truth united the household in the bonds of love and peace ;
cheerful social Intereourse brightened its atmosphere, and a
gineere unostentations bospitality welcomed the frequent guest
to its customary simple fare.

This was rendered possible only by the admirable manege.
ment, thrift aud energy of the exeellent help-meet of Willlam
Canby,
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Eminently gifted as he was with ability to lay up treasures
where * neither moth nor rust doth consume,” he wae atterly
lacking in the worldly talent of adding houses to lands, but the
narrow means of the household, under the able administration
of its maternal head, sufficed to meet the outlay for all setual
necessities, although nothing was left to expend upon super-
flnities or for indulgence in nseless luxuries.

Restricted means enfurced close sconomy, the bonsework
was mainly performed by the members of the family, but this
never interfered with the openbesrted reception of all who
could properly elaim u welcome at this cheerful Christian home.

Truly independent in the possession of a small incoms,

from means which would not now suffice for the annnal dis-
.hursemeuta of a liberal household, but which to them, with
their modest wadts, proved & competency, here William and
Martha Canby educated and brought up a family of children,
who, in their varions allotments in life, never forget the loving
legsons of their youth, and seldom neglected the performance of
any duty required at their bands,

The difficulties of a narrow income were thoroughly ex-
perienced by them to their lasting advantage, but the example
always before them of the denial of self for the benefit of uthers,
0 heautifully moulifed their characters, that sympathizing kind-
ness was their role of action, and when in after ycars ability
was afforded, the open hand ever responded to the dictates of -
the loving heart.
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The oldest son, Oliver, led a very quiet ‘and secluded life,
being generally employed upon g farin; he died ot the advanced
age of 83 vears.

The voungest child was named Murriott ; be was, bowever,
generally called Merrit, and his father had such an objection to
the designation of persons by sny other than their correct
names, that he changed his son's to that nsually given to him.

Inheriting from his mother o resolute and energetic spirit,
Merrit Canby left home early to oblain a mereantile education
in Philadelphia. About the year 1880 he associated with him-
gelf ag & partner Joseph 8. Lovering, who was the first to
successfully introdoes inte the United Blates the improved pro-
ceas of boiling segar by steam {n vecuvim,

Thia sonnexfon proved mutoally advantaygeous, and Merrit
Canby retired from businesa in the latter part of the year 1835,
His local and family sttachments then drew him back to Wil-
mington, the strong ties of kindead and old acguaintance never
having been weakened by shaence. Ters be lived during the
remainder of hia long life, actively engaged in farthering the
philanthropic and publie interests of bis native place.

An attractive sweetness and gentleness characterized the
sisters; various as wore their temperaments, few women have
hed more warmly atteched friends or bave left records of
greater simplicity and purity of life than Fapny Ferris, Mary
Biddle and Anna (I, Smyth; the ancestral name does not de-



