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PREFACE,

THE public faver accorded to a late volume by
the author of these puges, entitled * Due West; or
Round the World in Ten Months,” has suggested
both the publication and the title of the volume in
hand, which consists of notes of a voyage to the trop-
ics, and a sojourn in Cuba during the last winter.
The endeavor has been to present a comprehensive
view of the island, past and present, and to depict
the political and moral darkness which have so long
enshrouded it. A view of its interesting inhabitants,
with a glance at its beautiful flora and vegetation
generally, has been a source of such hearty enjoy-
ment to the author that he desires to share the
pleasure with the appreciative reader. The great
importance of the geographieal position of the island,
its present critical condition, and the proposed treaty
of commerce with this country, together render it at
present of unusnal interest in the eyes of the world.
If possible, Cuba is more Castilian than peninsular
Spain, and both are so Moorish as to present a fasei-
nating study of national characteristica.

M. M. B
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