TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF
LORD BYRON: SUPPOSED TO BE
WRITTEN IN THE SCULPTURE
ROOM OF THE "SOCIETY OF
ARTS", BIRMINGHAM



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649239825

Tribute to the Memory of Lord Byron: Supposed to be Written in the Sculpture Room of the
"Society of Arts", Birmingham by E. Bagnall

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



E. BAGNALL

TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF
LORD BYRON: SUPPOSED TO BE
WRITTEN IN THE SCULPTURE
ROOM OF THE "SOCIETY OF
ARTS", BIRMINGHAM

ﬁTrieste






 TRIBUTE 248
To the FAemory of

LORD BYRON;
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——
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MAGDALEN HALL, OXON.

Man praises Man.—Cowrza.
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INTRODUCTION.

Tus annoumcement of % Moogg's Lz o Bymox®
STanzas, and suppressed ¢ Observations on the Chargetor and
Wieitings" of the Poet, which I hed intended to bave annexed
to them. The poetic * Tribute,” in fact, wia written a8 &
kind of Introdoction to an Essay on the Character of Byron,
which was the resolt of an attentive perusal of his writings,
‘and the reluzation of gone-by hours. This Essay I now joy-
fully withhold for the present, as the pen of the talented Au.
thar alluded to, will, doobtlessly, elucidate more fully the varied
and intermingling shades of Byron's Character, which are so
blended one with another; as to bafite the keen-pearching eveof
investigation that fain would discern and arrange their untraced
qualities. The following Pomwm, however, | ventore forth to
whispar its intermediate stll small voice into the sarof the
pablic; thoogh inly conscions, indeed, that it will there have



1¥.

to compete with the rivetted prejudioss of the mony and the
unwilling reception of the few ; and be In daoger of drowning
in the overwhalmpicg violence of more mighty opponents, of
contemmed by the high baughtiness of seli-assurance and esbeem,

Regardless, however, of the fleeting visions of hasty oping_
ons, and the empty chimeras rajsed by the idea of an © jll recep-
tion," 1 neither withhold my bumble share of pralse te the merit
of Lord Byron as & poet, nor conceal my felt regrat at the prosti-
totion of his genius as o man., He, as every ooe else, must
evenmally rige or full in the eatimation of maukind secording
to the natore and validity of his claime 1o thelr veneration ;
and the merit awarded him by the oracles of futarity must be
in proportion to their intrinsic value. What that merit may
be, it is not for me to determine ; neither am 1 3o enthnaastic
an ndmirer of the nebls bard, a8 to imagine that it will baof
the most superior kind—nor.so kot to the witchery of his pen,
ai to beliove, with his American gstirist, that- ¥ bel will soon
dwindle into contempt and be 0o mope talked of 7% for it ean-
not be denied that the gregmess of Brnon wes' onlyi second-
rafey by this 1 mean, merely infellectunl, which, with all
other speaies, is as much obecured by moral greainess, as ap-
parently to our view, the less brilliant constellations in €he e
nopy of Hexeen, when eclipsed by the brighter efalgence of

our dawning som. .
' Sueh greatuess, however, mod & mighty ooe it is, Do ome,
poasessing the trae key to genius, will dispute a5 an attribute of
hiz, who, by the mastary of his upell called forth
Y The ook of Kovy and (he vobes of Praise.”

But beyond this his praise is voiceless, and bis glory dim ; for,



v
mitiappily for Byron, the predominant passions of bumanity
were stiperior to the parer spirit of the divinity that * stirred™
within, aod their infrence was tiumphaat over the straggling
twinklings of his betfer natore, ' Hence it is, that the great dis-
proportion of hi'writings, and especlally bis general want of
moral faeling, sffording sock & Iumentable contrdt between
the grandenr and sublintity of kis eohception and the weak-
riddd 6f his sentimedt, mhiiet call ‘forth from the minds of all
candid resdars, négret'at the abuse of penios that might have
enlightened o world—pity at the demoralizing effeet of its tnjur.
& qualitiés-—and sympathy at the saddenlng pictare prosenbed

¢ us in ‘his neture—the strange and wful medtey of perverted
and depraved taste, joined with o mind mere tharkbman in
capreity, yet elonded pft with smch’ deep and shadowy obsen-
rity &5 to tend to dim in-part the son-bright glores of ki en-
chanting verse, and annifl the spurkling scintillations of his
burofog pen. ' ' .

Hie geniae denced o Becchamal—ke crown'd

Tho imming gablet, wiz'd the thyrens, bousd
His brows with {vy—rnash’d loto the fdeid

OFf witd Tmegination, nad thers restd
The vielm of his own lsscivioos tres
Ani, dizzy with detight, profaned the ssoced wines.

But bow.could the inspired and lawless genios. of Byron be
burdened with the oppression of pleasing all, when the taste of
many who contemplated it could pot mppreciate its merits ?
How eould his mind give up its majestie frecdom and boldness
to shriok within the limits of an ordinary uederstanding ? or
hew, without paralysing its efforts, eould it curb its native im-
petuosity, and adupt itself in all cases to the enpacities of every
cender ¥ When the nature of the haman mind shall be botter
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understood, the mighty enterprises of the soul will be betiar
acconnted for : its conflicts with the glementa of earth will be
hum;uﬂﬁsmgmp?rihmﬂdﬂﬂuim
vo longer be imputed to the overbeated ‘ardour ol emtimaisgm,
bat to it perpetua] stroggling for a state of more perfect bless-
edness, which, at preseot, it is obliged to picture in its own
glorious imaginings.—And, fadeed, when the tooth of Malice
shall have decsyed throogh age ; when the sources that may
lead to the discovery of truth shall be no looger impeded by
the searet workings of jealousy, or tinctured with the deep var-
nish of feeling—it will be acknowledged that the almast uze-
qualled merit of some of Logn Bymow's more dignified postry
is more than sufficient to ptone for the extrevegances of bis
wanton fancy and the complained of ' macude"
Guns mot incuria fudit
Aut bomans parum cavet aatgm,

Itwill then be owned, that, for vividness and flights of imagi.
nation, combined with an inteose power and application of
thought, BYmon must be admired ; and that his richly coloared
narrative, his gay and lively descriptions gemmed with a bril-
lianey elmost dazzling, must ever please and delight. 1t will
then be felt, that in pauming the crestive energics of his own
spirit, and depicting them in the glowing hues of passion, be
pourtrayed with terrible exactness the bursting efforts of hume-
nity, end traced out its character with the master touch of
reality ; representiug in its endless varieties, each cagerim.
pulse, amplified and exhibited ;

Ev'n s & braken mirror, which the gl

I every fragment multiplies, and makes
A thousand images of one that was

The more and sl the mors, the wore it breaks,

-
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With willingness, boo, will posterity re-echo back the fuintly
bymn'd tribute of the preszot age to his memory ; and with
readiness will the Tromp of Fame heresfter resonnd still desper
and degper the proclamntion—that by the union of unrivalled
excellence iu the genius of poetry, © though dead he yet speak-
eth,” and that by the existing testimony of his
Thoagits that breathe and words thot bam
be bns ereetad for himeell a monument more dursble than brass,
entwined with the wresth of deatbless praise, and distine
guished by the true and honourable inseription
Opinlonnm commenta dalel diss, nators judics sonfirmat.

Smethwick, Jonuary Gth, 1630,






