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A HISTORY OF
FREEDOM OF THOUGHT

CHAPTER 1

FREEDOM OF THOUGIHIT AND THE FORCES
AGATXST IT

(INTRODUCTORY)

It is o comnon sayving Lhal thoughl iz free,
A man can never be hindered from thinking
whatever he choases so long as he conceals
whal he Lhinks. The working of his mind 15
limited only by the bounds of his experience
amd the power of his imagination. Bul this
natural liberty of private thinking 1s of hittle
value. [t is unsatislactory and even painful
to the thinker himself, if he is not permitted to
communicate his Lhoughts Lo others, and it
15 obviously of no walue to his neighbours.
Moreover it is extremely difficult to hide
thoughts that have any power over the
mind. Il a4 man’s thinking leads him Lo eall
in gquestion ideas and customs which regulate
the behaviour of those aboul him, Lo reject
beliefs which they hold, to see better ways of
life than those they follow, iL is almost

T



8 FREEDOM OF THOUGHT

impossible for him, if he is convinced of the
truth of his own reasoning, not to betray
by silence, chance words, or general attitude
that he is different from them and does not
share their opinions. Some have preferred,
like Socrales, some would prefer to-day, to
face death rather than conceal their thoughts.
Thus freedom of thought, in any wvaluable
sense, includes freedom of specch.

AL present, in the most civilized countries,
freedom of speech is taken as a matter of
coltrse and secms a perfectly simple thing,
We arc so aceustomed to it that we look on it
as @ natural right. Bol this right has been
acquired only 1n quite recent times, and the
way to its altainmient has lain through lukes
of blood. It has taken cenluries to persnade
the most enlightened peoples that liberty to
publish one’s opinions and to diseuss all
questions is g good and not a bad thing.
Human socictics (Lhere are some brilliant
exceplions) have been generally opposed to
frecdom of thought, or, in other words, to
new ideas, and it is casy to see why.

The average brain is naturally lazy and
tends to take the line of least resistance, The
mental worlid of the ordinary man consists of
beliefs which he has accepled without ques-
tioning and to which he is firmly attached;
he is instinctively hostile to anything which



