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PREFACE.

OvEx meadows——through country lanes—pesping into
hedges — ean there be anything more delightful than
Bambles after Will Flowers ?

While the Bee i husmeming in the s,
The yellow cowalip spriogs ;

And hark ! from yender woodlpd's alde
Agein the cuckod sings !

Tt iz the purpose of this hitle Haxoy Book fo point
out the most beantiful haunts of these * Jadings of the
woods and hedges "—to describe their habits, forms,
and uses,—and, throngh them, to awaken in the mind
a love of the Beamtiful.

We shall also show how Wild Flowers may be
successfully culfivated in Windows and Town Gurdens,
and thus present wuvs nt aoll zessons with the best
asseynblage of beautiful and interesting forms, either of
single plants or w&{l—mu?:&d groups,
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Our lshours in this delightful pursnit have fumnished
nz with some Little wisdom as to the growth of Wild
Flowers in gurdens and windows, and their capobilitiea
of adding to the besuty of the parterre or border, as
well es interesting the grower with all menner of sngres-
tions,

 fiweet muralings of the vernal siies,
Bathed in soft eire, and fed with dew,
What more than megic in yoit Liss,
To £l the heart’s fond view!
In ehildhood"s sports, companions gay ;
In sorrow, on life"s dowmenrd way,

How soothing! in our last deeay,
Meamerlsls prompt and troe."
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JANTARY,

AL things are véry still, methinks, and qulet,
Tnsects are sleepiog, acd benenth the oold sarth
Are seeds unpmber'd, waiting for the summer,
That ealls them forth, A faw frail, friendly plants,
‘Wilhstand all storna, and, e'em in this dull month,
Lock green and cheerful.

LET ua go into the fields, for January will scon give place to
her sister, Febrnary : she has already wakened up her sleep-
ing flowers, harbingers of langthened days, and the coming
baek of punctual birds, and bede the hazel to hang forth her
tasaels in eheltered ploces. Leaves of the wild Honeysuokle
began to open nearly 8 week ginee, but now they are fully
expanded among the brakes, and present a cheerful econ-
trast to leafloss branches, or dark green bushes of wild
Jumipar.

It iz cheoring to look upon their young green tints, to
think that in the course of & few short weeks the dull and
cheerless landssape will be reclothed with besuty—that the
leafleas shrabs and trees will blossom and look green, and
that whera not a sound is heard, sxoept the sighing of the
wind or the rushing of some wayside stream, glad songs of
singing birds will resound from every bush, with the bleat-
ing of sheep, and insects’ hum of joy.
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Tiid you hear the voiee of one who spoke from out the
hedge-bank? It wae o small grasshopper, awakened from his
winter sleep. The bright warm sunbeams of this uvnusually
mild moarning has coused his weak voice to be heard.

The garland which botanists have woven whereby to
adorn the brow of Jatiuary is but alender, Btillingfleet, in
his Calendar of Flora, speaks of six different fowers as per-
taining to this dull month. But changes bavae token plaee
ginos then ; and botamista of the present time refer to the
snowdrop { Falanifus nivaliz), and the daisy { Beilis perennis),
to & momewhat later period. ~ ‘Troe it is, that the peeping
forth of the firet from her green hood, and the expanding of
the ‘“wee, modest, crimson-tipped fower,” depends on the
mildness of the season. The Bnowdrop, or Fair Maid of
February, may he seen by chanoe in sheltered places, beside
stroatng, af the end of Fanuary; but she pratends by rightto
the mowth whoss nanee she beavs; the daisy, tos, rarely
expands il Mawch ; a child is ahe of bluetering winda and
hurrying showers, vot moet wnlike her parents, meekly
smiling from amid the turf, and seeming to propitiate the

Buorely the Common Chickweed {Stellorin media) groweth
everywhere, and at all seanone, exocpt when the ground is
bard frozem, or covered deep with snew. She belongs,
therefore, to Jenuary, and may be numbered among the
pmall fAowers which this month calls forth, with litile of
outward beauty to commend them, and yet wonderfully
adapted for their place in the creation,

The eormmon chickweed has many sisters, and of {hess
some are found in meadows and hedge-banks, or in thickets;
others on the banks of mountain streams; others again on
high hills ; but the common chickwesd grows everywhere-—
by streams, in meadows, on heaps of rubbish, or sandy
places, whers most other plants refuss to vegetate.

0ld Gerard wrote eoncerning thie plant in his tims, and
notices her dissimilar localities, ** The common chickweed,™
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muid he, o his guaint way, “rises up with stalin u cahit
high, and sometimes higher, yet oft-times ahe almost orecpoth
upon the grousd. A greet many etalks spring from cus
root, long, and round, wnd elender, full of jomts, with =
eoupls of leaves prowing owt of every knitar joint, of &
light groen caloar. The stails avs something cleare, and as
it were trenspurent, or thoros-shining; snfl about the
jointa they may be oftemtimes of n very light red eolowr, =
be thows of pallitorie of the wall ; the floures be whitiszh e
the top, like the flonres of stitchwort, but yeot leser, i

Ihmplnmnamu&hghm Mnﬂtgzmt,'whmh

Buoh is the deseription given by Qerard when he looked
upon this mvalusble plant, growing, it might be, in his
gorden at Nantwich, in Cheshire, during the veign of Henry
¥III., ar bamids the river Weever, where he lovad to wande
- im his boyhood days, searehing for wild plants, and taking
notes of their wonderful construetion.  He rpeaks of the long
kmops wherein-seed is contained, and no part of this wild
plant is more worthy of ramark, aither in their perfoot con-
dition or when sdvancing to maturity.

Obeerve the vericty which, even at this dull season, the
whole plant presents. One might almost fanoy that she had
within ber some magic power whereby to comcentrate the
developments of different seasoms. Oms small branch is
eovered with green leaves; another presonts a bud ia
diffevent stages of vardure, or of decay; a third upholds =
white gtar-like blossom to the #un ; & fourth is covered widie
four-wided and light-green eupaules ; smd., wedn , o weme,



