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ERRATA,

Page 18, lins 10 from bottom, for chrletlna read christan.
# 2§, BEnls 1,, line 2, for conjunotione read conjunetion.
8 118, io ronping Hte, for Arveams reed FrurosrTioNs.
% 141, ling 10 from bottom, for 13 read 14.

1 159, boitom Hue, for 43 read §3,
W 18%, line 8 from top, for 1668 read J867.
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TO MY FUPILS.

Tais litie book has been writlen sxprassly aud sclely for you,
The difficulty of obtsiniog any olear and ponciss roles for pone-
tuation, and the want of uniformity in those given by diffarent
grammarisng, first lod me to prepare some for my own pupils,
which were printed in 1855; and an experiecce of twelve years
in using them bas confirned my views of their veefulness, The
small edition then printed hoe been exhamsted, and I reprint the
baok for your usa, having entirely rewritten the rules, snd sdded
to the number of the wlecsme. The artitle on capital lettors has
been greatly enlazged, and T hope some pew light hea been thrown
o & subject which is & perpotual puezle to the yoothiul learner,
and a matier of noemall difficalty to pereone of maturs thought,
I bave alvo added various matters io tha book which T have
found useful in school, acme of which, printsd on sepamte sheets,
Fou have been accustomed tp mse. The “‘posms for recitation”
are to gride the Inezperiencad, but not to prevent other slections
by yon; and the “course of reading” may be Rtted usefol by thoss
who have no experienmced divector, [ havd repentedly fried it
with clamses, snd with the beit resglts, Congtantly applied to for
advice oo the subject of rasding, 1 bave prapared this list of books
with some care; and, to prevent it from becoming too extandve,
chapters only bave beeny tpken out of many important works,
One great objoct has been to select such hooks only as yon will
find little difficalty in procuring. I think all of them can be
found in the Mercantile Library.

The solecisms sprang from & list which I made of such errors of
speech &8 1 was most fraquently in the babit of corvecting. In
this adition, I bave sndeavored ta render more distinot the differ-
ence between ahafl snd will; and to st in & clearor light the pro-

" per use af the pubjunctive mood, Therals no part of grammar
which requires so nice & discernment, s delicate an appreciation
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of shades of differsocss, ae the proper use of cur two fatures,
#hall and will, and of the aubjunctive mood,

I boupe you will flod what T bave written wsefuol in leading you
Lo avold the srrore poinded out, and in guiding you to more cor-
reat forme of speech, Itis noft eo mwoch general, as it is minuds
and seaed, koowledge, which distinguishaes the true scholar. This
{s enpecinlly true with regard ta & knowledge of one's own lan-
gunge, Every girl who hes lived smoog well educsted people
will vss forma of epesch, whick are, in general, correct; but, un-
lems she has been well trainsd, she will make mistakes in the
nipar parts of language. Now, it i4 correctoess in these nicer and
more Soubtlal parta of language, where use is dividad, that marks
the true scholar., Bs oarsful, then, to pota these differerweos of
apsech, to make your sar so famillar with the correct form as to
he in no danger of wsing whet is erooneous; and meke yoursel ves
scqualnted with tha proper veasons for yoor preferemce, That
this book mar aid ¥oo In fhis, by pointiog cut some errors,
declding some doubtfol points, apd lerding you to feel, om all
oorasions, the fmportance of speaking correcily, iz the earmest
desira of your friend and teacher,

In prepsting tha roles for punstoetion, I bava conmlied many
books, but have generally sdoptsd tha views of Mr, Jobho Wilagn,
whose wotk ls, by far, the moet exact and fborough that T bave
poan on that mbject.

N.HM,

BarTiMoRE, January, 1827,
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PART T

PUNCTUATION.

Prrervacion ia the art of dividing a written oomposition
into sentences and parts of a sentence, so. a8 to develop, &s
clearly us possible, the meaning of the writer. The art is
grommatical, not rhetoricol, The chisf sim in pointing is
to show the eopstrootion, and te bring out the senss, rather
than to mark the panses to be obmarved in reading. Ingi-
denially, punetuation is & great ald o good reading.

DEFINITIONE.

A Bsxresom is a collection of words making complete
pange; and iz either simple or cowpound.

A Sruriy SENTENCE contuing ong subject and one predi-
cate ; a8,
James weapd, Tenlparance prasertes the bealth.

Tuoze Bowixer is that of whioh somethiog is asserted, and
may eonsist of ona word or of several worda ) as,

Alies sleops,  The Constitution of (Ae United Stotes wan adopted in
1788,

Tan Preocarr is that which is aseerted of the sabject.
It musi contsin a Boite verb; aod mey coosist of the verb
sdone, or of s verb united with seweral other words and
phrases ; as,

The river flows. The river fowe into the Seg.

Courage 2 ong of the nediasd atlvibuier of man,
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