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NOTICE TO MANAGELRS
A Drama entitled * FPovn Puay ™ Las been
written by the Authors of the Story, and
produced at the Theatre Hoyal, Lecds. 8o
that no other person ean lepally  dramatize

the Btory.
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CGHAPTER I
oo

Tueee ave places which appear al first sight
macesssible to romance : and such a place was JAr.
Wardlaw’s dining room in Bnzsell Bqnare, It was
very large, had sickly green walls, picked ond with
sldermen, full length; leavy marcon curlains ;
mahogany cliairs; w turkey ¢arpet an inch thiek:
and was lighted with wax candles ouly.

In the centre, bristling and gleaming with silver
and glass, was a round table, at which fourtecen
eould have dined contforlably ; and at opposite sides
of this table sat two gentlemen, who locked as
neat, grave, precise, and unromantie, as tle place:
Merchant Wardlaw, and bLis son.

Wardlaw senior was an elderly man, tall, thin,

iron-grey, with a round liead, o short thick neck, a
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good brown eye, a square jowl that Letokened reso
lution, and o complexion g0 sallow as to be almost
eadaverons,  Tined asivon: but a certmin stiff dignity
ad respectability sat wpou Lim, and beeame lim.

Arthnr Wardlaw resembled lLis father in figure,
but Lis mother in face. He had, and has, Lay-
eolouved hair, a forehend singnlarly white and deli-
cate, pale Llue eyes, largish enrs, finely chiselled
features, the under lip mnch shorter than the upper ;
his ehin oval and pretty, but somewliot receding ;
hig complexion beantiful. In short, what nineteen
people out of twenty would eall a handsome young
waty, and think they had deservibed i,

Both the Wardlnws were in full dress, aceording
to the invarialle custem of the house; and satin a
dead silenece, that seemed natural to the great, sober
TooT.

This, however, was not for want of a topie; on
the contrary, they had a matter of preat importanee
to disenss, and 1 fack this was why they dined téie-
d-téte o but their tongues were tied for the
present ; 1 the fivst place, there stood in the mid-
dle of the table au cpergne, the size of o Potney
laurel tree; neither Wardlaw conld well see the

other, withonl eraning ont his neck like a tilleman
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from bebind his teee: and then there were three
live suppressors of confidentinl indervourse, iwo
gorgeous. footien, aud a sombre, sublime, and, in
one word, episcopal, butler; nll three went about as
softly as cats after a robiv, and conjured one plate
away, and smoothly insiunated ancotlier, and seemed
models of grave diseretion; Lub were known to be
all ears, and bound by a secret oath to carvy down
each erumb of dialogue 'to the servandls' hall, for
curious disgcction, and boisterous vidicule.

At last, bowever, thoss three smmg hypoerites
retived, and, by zood lack, transferred their suffo-
eating epergne to the sideboand; so then futher and
son looked ab one another with that conseions air
which natueally precedes w topie of interest; and
Wardlaw senior invited his son to try a cartain de-
canter of rare old port, by way of preliminary.

Wiile the young inan fills his glass, hurl we in
s antecedents.

At gehoel till fifteen, aud thion clerk in las father's
office fill tweniy-two, nnd showed an aptitnde so
remarkable, that Jolm Wardlaw, who was getting
tived, determined, sooner or later, to put the reins
of govermuent into his hands, Bt hie conceived a
desive that the future head of his office should be



