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FOREWORD

The life of the fnhabitants of ihe far-away
Eastern dslands in which the people of the
United States are now so wvitally inferested
opens to our lileraiure a new field not less fresh
and original than theat which came to us when
My, Kipling first published kis Indian tales.
India had always possessed ils wonders and iis
remarkable types, but they wailed long for ade-
guate expression. No less wonderful and va-
ried are the inkabitants and the phenomena of
the Philippines, and a new euthor, showing
rare knowledge of the couniry and ifs sirange
peoples, now gives us & collection of simple yet
powerful stories which bring them before us
with dramafic vrvidness.

Prirates, half naked natives, pearls, man-
apes, towering volcanoes abond whose summils
clouds and unearthly fradifions float together,
sirange animals and birds, and stranger men,
pythons, bejuco ropes stained with human blood,
Jfeathering palm trees now fanned by soft
breezes and now crushed to the ground by tor-
Hadoes ;=01 NO MiMic slage Wwas ever a more

v



FOREWORD

wonder/ul scene sel for suck @ company of acl-
ors. Thatihe traly remarkable stories wrillen
by Sargent Kayme do not exaggeraie the reali-
ties of this sirange Iife can be easily seen by
any one wheo has read the leflers from press
correéspondents, our soldiers, ov the more for-
mal books of travel,

Strangest, pevhaps, of all these possibilitics
Jor fiction is the anting-anting, af once a myste-
riowus power lo prolect ils possessor and the oul-
ward symbol af the protection. Nomore curious
Jfetich can be found in the history of folk-lore.
A button, a coin, a it of paper wilh unintelli-
gible words seribbied upon 11, a bone, a sitone, a
parment, anytking, almost —ofien « thing of
no fuirinsic value—its owner kas been knouwn
to walk up to the muzzle of a loaded musket or
rush upon the point of a bayonetl witk a confi-
dence so sublime as to sélence vidicule and io
command admiralion if nol respect.
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