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PINK GODS AND BLUE DEMONS
Part One






PINK GODS AND
BLUE DEMONS

PART ONE

IMBERLEY was once the most fa-

mous diamond diggings in the world.
Rhodes founded his fortunes there, and the
friendships that backed him throughout his
career. In the tented camps, hundreds of
men became millionaires, and hundreds of
others went to jail for the crime of I. D. B.
(illicit diamond buying). Later, stately
buildings and comfortable homes took the
place of tent and tin hut, and later still,
the town, like a good many other mining
towns in South Africa, became G. I. A
mine is G. I. (meaning “gone in") when
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there is no longer any cutput. This was
hardly true of Kimberley. It continues
until this day to put out diamonds, and
still may be found there “the largest hole
in the world.” But Kimberley’s day was
over when gold was found in the Trans-
vaal, and the adventuring crowd left it,
never to returmn,

At the present time, it is chiefly remark-
able for its scandals, dust, heat, and the
best hotel in South Africa, which is not so
much a hote] as a palatial country house
started by the De Beers magnates for the
entertainment of their friends or for their
own use when they are bored with home life.
Notabilities are often entertzined there as |
guests of the famous company, but, even if
not a guest of De Beers', a traveller may
stay at the Belgrove for about a pound a
day and be silent and cool as in an ice-house
while all the rest of Kimberley is a raging
furnace. Mr Rhodes entertained General
French at dinner here after the relief of




