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PREFACE,

L4

Tee substance of the following brief trea-
tise, wans delivered in the form of an address
before a litorary society, coosisting of candid-
utes for the gospel ministry, at the anniversary
of the New-Hsmpton Theological [nstitution,
for the year 1847; and eubsequently repeated,
with such modifications ss the circumstaoces
and occasion required, to the econgregation under
the pastoral care of tha author.

In complying with the bumercus requests
thet have been made te him for its publics-

tion, the asuthor hes been influenced by the
opinion expressed by many, that the subject,
though comparatively povel, i& ooe of vast im-
portance, not ooly to the efficiency and useful-
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neas of the Christisn minister, but more espe-
cially to the Sabbath School teacher, and the
Christlan purent, who would rocceed in adapt-
ing the momentous truths of the Gospel to the
understandings of their youthful charge. It i»
hoped elso that the interesting illustrations of
truth, which have been pelected a8 examples
of the principles laid down, will render the
work wot devoid of interest to readers, who
belong to neither of these classes.

‘Those who listened to the delivery of the

discourse in ita origionl form will find some
fow additional paragraphe, added, in most in-
stances, for the purpose of adepting the work
to the faithful spd pious teacher ng well ss to
the minister of the gospel. Such as it is, it
is commended to the blessing of God, and to
the carefol attention of the youthfol ministry
and the Sabbath School teachers of ocur land,
by their affectionate feilow-leborer and servant,

for Christ's eake,
TeE ‘AUTHOR.

New-York, September 20th, 1847.




PULPIT ILLUSTRATION.

True eloguence was defined by one of the
Grecian school of oratory,* as *‘the power
of inventing whatever is persuasive in dis-
course ;' and by another,t as * the power of
persuading.’” Yet both these definitions are
defective ; and although Cicero seems to copy
and indorse the definition of the Grecian ora-
tors, when he says, “ecloquence is speaking
in a manner proper to persoade ;" yet this
great master of the Latin school of eloquence
gives a far more comprehensive and truthfal

description, when, following the promptings
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of his own acute and discriminating intel-
lect, he describes the * perfect orator,” as
one, ‘*who, in speaking, instructs, delights,
and movea the minds of his hearers.” —*

timus est enim orator, qui dicendo animos
andientium, et docet, et delectat, et per-
movet.”* The object of eloguence is not
solely to persuade, but also to instroct and
to coovince, Apnd he who would secure an
audience to be instructed, convinced, and
persuaded, must, where attendance is volun-
""Lhﬂ_mm: in some good degree, of
the power, also, to delight, and, consequently,
to attract.

While we approve the good semse of the
great Roman orator, in making the power
of delighting one of the qualifications of

*M. Tullii Cioeronis, De Optimo Geners Orato-
rom, § 3. Taochoitz's Edition of Cicero, Vol. IL.,
p- 485.




his “ perfect orator,” his definition still ap-
pears to us to be imperfect. To us it seems
manifest that, that orator cannot be & master
of the art uf'alnquence who does not pos-
mess, in an eminent degree, the power of
convineing by argument, in addition to the
power of moving or persuading, by the force
of entreaty or appeal. Were we called up-
on, therefore, to give a popular, and some-
what amplified definition of eloquence, we
would say—It is the artl of speoking in such
a way, as i5 best adapted to attract, i in-
struct, to convince, and to persuade.—Voice,
manner, action, and style, most be culti-
vated mm order to effrael; the mines of
truth must be explored, and their rich treas-
ures must be appropriated, in order to im-
struct ; the rationale of truth, and the art
of reasoning, must be mastered, in order
to convince; and the wondrous pature of
the human mind, the diversified motives of
human action, and the hidden springs of
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human emotion must be studied, and plied
with the force of entreaty and appeal, in
order to persuade. In briefer phrase, it is
the power of pleasing which attracts; it is
the materiel of truth which instructs; it is
the force of wrgument which convinces;
and it is the power of appeal which per-
~suades ;—while the faculty of perceiving
and applying analogies, or, in other words,
the power of illustration, where it is pos
sessed, in a high degree, pervades every
department of the orator's art, and contri-
butes attractiveness and beaoty, and force,
and efficiency to the whole. :

There is, perhaps, no single qualifica-
tion of the orator so we!l-udapt&'d to at-
tract, to interest, and to instruet an andi-
ence, 88 o happy faculty of illustration ; and
here, nogquestionably, is to be found the
reason, why many a man of limited lite-
Tary attainments, and entirely ignorant of
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