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PREFACE.

Tre Author begs leave to apologize in wentnring to
introducs his rhymes again to the notive of his numerms
patrons, some of which appearsd when be was little more
than fourtssn years of age, and be iz not voconscious of
thoir many imperfections ; but a2 they have been repeated
and sung by the companions of his youth, ke early affec.
tions, he would not like to make any alterations in them;
therefora thons jovenile affudans, in their originad form,
must ba given to the public slong with those of matmre
age.

Obio's Life of the Authar, as advartised with the Bistory
of hiz Wrongs, has eziended to » larger form than was
originally interided, and s comsidered by hin advisars toa
voluminous for the present oditicn; and in it place a
literary gentlenan, whoss oame we are not af Bberty to
mentiom, has kiodly gupplied the following brief Memoir,
Clio’a Life of tha Awnthor is intended to ba published
at some futore period, aloog with the Batirical Ballads,
which will explain the sevoral characters menticrd
therein.
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MEMOIB OF THE AUTHOR.

Jomm Harsow, the suthor of tha aspempanying poems and songs,
wia bort aboot the beginning of the present centory ab Aplionby,
in the pariah of Warwitk, within thres miles of Carlists, In this
part of Comberland hin [Bther's family reaided for sevaral pentories.
On his mother's side he I desconded from an ¢ld border family
named Stoey, of the Lake, Eirklinton, Nearly relnted to his ma.
{eroal grandfather, was the hergine of (he well.known border hallad,
the “ Water of Lirs, who woa deowoed dorlng » fond whilst
attempling 10 eromt the river Line on her pony.

Whilst the subject of this memeir was yet poutg, his father
remered to Newtown, o the parish of Tithiegten, near Brampton,
baving let his satats at Agllooby. Heve young Bayeom besams
pupll oF & won of the oldost nlabliant of Camberland, Hobert
Bowman, who died in 1823, aged 118, Aficr the Inpsa of & faw
Fears Mr. Ragion returntd to Aglicaby, designing to bring op his
thres sons to sgriooline! poraits.  Young Rayson was therefors
oty allowed o attend ashool durlag winter, a5 ja atill common with
squniry children, the summer being spent in tho flelds, During
this early periced of bis life, Rayson It sppenrs commenced writing
varses, having evon (he boldnass to show them io his teacher, who,
he sayn, kindly poioted oat the finlts of his sompositlons, and
ensouraged him to procesd,



