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Robert Burns,

Himr, Caledonia! land of song and story,—
Liond of the fair, the virtuous ond the brave !
The brightest etar that sheds on thee its glory
Rose from the darkness of thy Bums's grava:
That star shall be o light wnong the ations
When pronder orbe bave faded and grown dim,
And hailed with pride by coming genarations,
For man yet knows not all he owes to him.

His strains have pecved the fecble ‘goinet oppression—
Arcused in frue men's hearts a seorn of wrong,—
Pointed the hopeless to man's sore progression,
And tnoght the wank to soffer and ba strong.
Lussons ke theso the soul of man ghall eherish
While thromgzh his heart the ardent life-bload eprings :
One borning thonght, et least, oen never porigh—
An honest man's above the might of kings.

Whila noble ronls shall glnw with worm emotion,—
While Woman loves and Genins pents for fame,—

While Trath cod Freedom claim man's deep devetion,
True henrts shall throb responsive to his name.

Then weap not, Sootland, though thy minstrel slumbers ;
Btill Jiven the spirit of his song sublima,—

till shall the musie of his deathless nambers
Thrill in all bearts and vibrata throough all time.




OFFICERS AND MEMEERS

NF THE

BURNS CLUB

QF THE

COITY OF XEW YORK.

JANTTARY 26th, 1850,

 President.
JOSEPH CUNNINGHAM.

Firet Vice-Dresident.
JOSEPH LAING.

Second Viee-Presidend,
DR. JOHN D. NORCOTT.*

Recording Seerclary.
RICHARDy COCHRANE,
Corresponding Secretary.
VAIR CLIREIDUGI, Jr.

Treasurer.
ROBERT MELDRUM.

* Sinea decessed,




MEMPERS' NAMES,

Jas. NICHOLBON.
Wy Bogws.

W. 8. CLigEHUGH,

Wn, Huesuex.
Rosr. NrEwson.
W Lanc.
Cias. Brxna,
Evwarn Fsuaek.
T. C. Latro.

Eowarp Kruamwwy.

Jorn Roserrsox,
Cpas. Burr.
Wu. Roprmrsox,
GEo. Rixrore.
Joux B. Mur.
Josn Boer.

Jas. L. Dux.
Dharier. Frssen,
Tuos. McRage.
Rosr. Doxarn.
Joun Waorrs.
Joar FrLi.

W. . Coorrs.
Jouny W. Somwer.
Rowr. Davipeox.
Wu. InoLis,

Members,

Davie Rornerrorn.
Ront, Brengr.
Gro. Nmawmo.

Wu. WagsrELn.
Joux A. Pargs.
Wu, Parx.

Tros. Gow.

Jorw A. MoLpaw.
Rorr. Guw.

W, Manson.
Joan R. Huwrer.
Jounw MoDonovgu.
De. Wu. Jouweron,
Jomm . Watsow.
Frepericr Haus.
Taos. Howrrr.

H. H. Dow.

Dr. Jas. Nowvar,
Jas, Brave

T. C. GoURLAY.
Rosr. McNie
Wu. H. Morzmox.
W Roegrtson.
Jorr BTEWART.

" Jas. QuUER.

Dawtr Dove,




PREFACE.

Tee Twestrrrre or Jawvant, 1850, wae a day worthy to
be kept in perennial remembrance. On that day,in every
part of the civilized globe, there was gecorded to the memory
of a man of genius, and to the manly sentiments which he had
expressed, a tribute of homage more sineere, spontaneons, and
universal, than the world bad ever hefore witnessed. In every
land, the lofty and the lowly, the humble and the proud,—
men of mighty intellect, and plain unlettered men,—met to
honor the memeory of one whose simple songs and ho:ncst, man-
ful uttersnces had furnighed a “touch of nature which made
the whole world kin¥—and to render the simultanecns ver-
dict that *ithe man of independent mind i king of men.”
Eloguence poured forth its loftiest strains, and rough, unenl-
tured men felt their noblest instinets stir within them, and were
elevated and refined by the inspiration of the hour. .

And when, on that day,—in the lordly hall or the humble
cot,—the strong prond man, the tender woman, or the lisping
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child, with mingled admiration, love and pity, syllabled the
name of Roperr Brexs, no doubt could linger that hiz name
had becoma a Power in the earth never more to be forgotten,
contemned, or ignored. The musical words of the poor peas-
ant, glowing with the nobleness of his own sonl, had borne
their eternal truthe to the heart of Humanity, there to be en-
ghrined, to operate in the history and modify the destiny of
his race forever.

Among the many brilliant demonstrations on that day, in
Great Britain and America, it will not be guestioned that the
celebration by the Burns Club of New York should be classed
among those entitled to the highest consideration. The ora-
tion delivered on the evening preceding the Anniversary, by
one of the most emivect and popular orators of the day, waa
of itself a distinguishing featurs. At the Anniversary Meati-
val at the Astor House, oue of the most illustrious poets, as
well a8 one of the most respected citizens, of Americn, lent his
fame and his presence to the oecasion, as the honorary prosid-
ing officer; while at his side another, whoee fame is identificd
with the name of Burns, added lustre to the gathering. The
Pulpit, the Press, and the Bar furnished some of their ablest
representatives , and men eminent in every honorable position
presented an assembly distingnished for intellectual excellence
and high character, prebably never surpassed in the ecity of
New York on any eimilar occasion. And in all the world on

that day, the pervading sentiment of the occasion fonnd no
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more eloquent expression than that which fell npon the ears of
those within the Astor House. This attempt, therefore, to fur-
nish somne account of a commemoration so rare and so remark-
uble, will not be rogarded with surprise.

The proeeedings which are reported in the following pages,
and the tributes of intelleet and geniug which are annexed,

have been collected in this volume with the design of farmish-
ing in a proper form & record worthy of preservation, to those
who participated on the oceasion, and to others whe may de- |
gire to have eombined in an appropriate setting the gems of
eloquence which added brilliance Lo the commemoration.

1t is designed, also, to place coples of this memeorial in the
public libraries of the city; and when the first Centennial
Birth-da_y of Boexs liaa receded fur in the past, the}r may be
found of oecasional value for reference, by the eurious or the
interested. Time will increpee rather than diminish the velue
of euch n record. Whatever social or political revelutione |
may occur in the progress of events, it seems now not nnres- I
sonable to hope and believe that the sentiments which have
given to Burns such infinence in the hearts of his fellow-men,
may in the futore meet even s move willing and wniversal
aceeptance than they do to-day. And probably s hundred
years hence his memory will be honored as ardently as now,
And should some two or threc of these little books survive
the chance and change of a century of years, the men of that
time, when they meet fo celebrate the Becond Centenmial




