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PREFACE

Tuis book 13 not wholly new, several of the
chapters baving alraady been pablished in the
“ Atlantic Monthly.”

It has so often been asked if Desphaven
may not be foand on the map of New England
under another name, that, to prevent any mis-
understanding, T wish o say, while there is
a likoness to be tracad, few of the shetehea are
drawn fromthat town itself, and the characters
will in almost every casa be looked for thers
1 Valll.

I dedicate this atory of out-of-door life and
country pecple first to my father and mother,
my two best friends, and also to all my other
friends, whose names I say to myself lovingly,
though [ do not write them here,
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DEEPHAYEN

HATE TANCAHRTER'E PLAN

I man heen spending the winter in Bos-
ton, and Kate Lancaster and I had been
together n great deal, for we are the best of
friends. It happened chat the morning when
this story begins I had waled ap feeling
sorry, and as if someathing dreadiul were go-
ing to happen, There did not seem to be
any good venson for it, so I undertook to
diseourage myself wore by thinking that it
wonld soon be time to leave town, and how
much 1 shonld miss being with Kate and my
other friends. My mind was still disquieted
when I went down to breakfast ; but beside
my plate I found, with a hoped-for letier
from my father, & note from Kate. To this
day | have never known any explanation of
that depression of my spirits, and [ hops
that the good lack which followed will help
some reader to lose fear, and to smile st
such shadows if any chunes to come,

Kate had evidently weitten to me in an



