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HISTORY OF TARANAKI

BY

B. W ELLS:

A BTANDARD WORK ON THE HISTORY OF THE
FROVINCE.

“It appears to me to be a noble employment Lo resenc from ohblivion
those who deserve to.be cterpally remembered, and by extending the
reputation of others, to advanee at the samo time our vwn."—

Prisxy Tue YoUsGER.

NEW ZEALAND:

EDMONDS0N & AVELRY, “TARANAKI XEWS" OFFICE,
NEW PLYMOUTH.
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PREFACKE.

Tne Establishment of the Euwropean Settlements of Tavanaki
was atbended with no ordinary difficulty. Mot only had the
hervie pioneers to contend with the primeval wilderness which
recoived them when they landed on the Taranaki shores, and o
barbarous and turbulent race of aborigines, but also with the
inability of the Plymouth and New Zealand Companies to
fulfil in @ satisfactory manner the work of colonisation which
t.héy Lad nndertaleen. The recordsof these procecdings nre few and
very scavee, death has removed some of the chief actors in them
and age has dimmed the memories of others ; it seemed therefore
right to ml,c, having n.- love for the work and having more than
ordingry opportunities for its aceomplishment, to collect, arvange,
and publish all the move important doenments und traditions
relating to theseaffuirs. My Inbors having been bronght to a close,
1 am able now to present to my fellow settlers o lasting
memorinl of these truly Lereic deeds in which & majority of
them Lave taken part, and which have happily resulted in the
foundation of a beautiful home for uws in o fertile land and
under geninl skics, wgl in adding  another Provinee fo that
Emgpire on which the sun never sets, T am persunded thiat this
little work will be generally weleomed in the Provinee whose

history it relates, and that it will have the use of all history by

14076



PREFACE,

extending the lives of ity readers into the past by leading them
to the sowrces of existing things, and therefore to a deeper
comprehension of them, and by examples of hevoism and patient
endurance incite o repetition of such virtmes, 1 desive very
condinlly to express my thanks for aid remdered to me in the
preparation of this work to F, A, Camington, Esq, M.H.E,,
late Buperintendent of Taranaki; Major Charles Brown, Civil
Commissioner ; B. Parrig, Eaq., Jate Civil Commissioner ; Major
Charles Stapp, Comnmanding Tarvanak: Militia and Volnnteers ;
C. D Whitmmbel, Biag., Commissioner of Crown Lands ; Mrs.
#, Popham King; Mis Kate Flight ; G. D Hamerton, Esq,
Coroner ; J. B, Lawson, Esq., Clerk to the Provineial Council
of Taranaki; Mr, F, T, Gledhill, and Me Max. D. King.

In passing the work through the press T have received
evary assistance from essvs, Edmondson aml Avery, the
printers,

B. WeLis.

“ News Office,” New Flymouth,
March 31st, 1878,
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