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PREFACE

THE opinions of Mr. Derwin heve now been for many
yeara before the world, His own book on *Tha Origin
of Bpecies by means of Natnral Helection,’ unfolds and
supporte them with admirable clearnoss of argmment. Far
from being an abatruse and tedious work, it cerries the
reader on with unfleeging interest to the close. Obsorva-
tivns end ezperiments, some the moet mimple, some the
most elaborute, notes on natural history, as well from every
guarter of the globe g8 from almost every provines of nature,
ar¢ bronght to benr upen the suhject withont confusion of
thought or embarrassment of style. The language flows
easily in its calm, temperats, unegotistical course. There
is no disguising of ohjeetions, no seeking of opponents. There
is an evidenf searching sfter truth. Of ita form or of ite
ghadow the author's mind as evidently retaine a bright
clear vyimon, and what he sees he tries to make others see
8 clearly as he pecs it himeelf, The suspicion and dislike
which are sroused in some minds by the very name of
Darwiniem canoot be reteined Ly those who read Mr.
Darwin's: own deacription of his theory and the grounds
which slowly led hLim to adopt it. Few readers can be
dull enough to feel no charm et finding the most unlooked-
for results deduced from the mmplest illustrations, from old
familiar facts, from every-day ocourrences, or at finding what
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seem exampled of the most special and varied contrivance
reconciled to the simplicity of a single genersl law. Many
readers will be inclined to whisper to themselves st many
passages, * we never thought of that before, ! we never looked
at the matter in that light,' ¢ how curious if after all it shonld
be true,’ “it locks less wicked and silly than we used to think
it.' Whether the theory iteelf be right or wrong, the general
effect of the book which desoribes it can only be to quicken
the minde of ita readers, to enlarpe for them the circle of
ideas, to opem up before them new lines of thought and
enquiry, o let them see the whole face of nature teeming
with mysteries and vevelutions, en inexhaustible vintage
for the humen reason to gather in.

Buch being the character of Mr. Darwin's own Work,
the handfol of Esseyn snd Letters contaived in the present
volnme, supporting the same views by almost the same
arguments, may ssem e mperfluoms contribution to the
literature of the question, And so it would be if all whe
condemn and rilicule Darwinistn would be at the pains to
study Mr. Darwin's Work. Dut opinions psssed opon it
and allusions made to if in common conversation and in
popalar lecturss often testify to nothing except supreme
ignoraoce of ite general merite. To judge by such hesrsey,
one might believe that r. Darwin had lived all his life ghuot
up in a dove-cote, end never seem or examined any other
living creature than & pigeon. Another estimate will dismiss
the whole subject, scathed with indignant langhter, by simply
explaining, that, according to this fatmous theory, man iy
descended from a monkey., Naturally pe well-minded per-
sona will consent to be pithecotd in origin, whether they
know what pithecoid means or not ; still less can & theory he
accepted as moral and good, according to which, sz some will
tell you, the giraffe lengthened ita neck by a series of streteh-
ings, and the elephant acquired w trunk by continually
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pulling its own nose. A disinterested advocate will perhaps
be allowed to deprecate these burlesque mod ignorant repre-
pentations, snd to sirip from what 18 merely vulgar prejudice
the guise of magmanimity and fine feeling, The range of topies
embroced in the present wolume, however feebly handled,
and however inaccurnte that handling may in some points
prove to be, should at least teach these who are willing
to learn, that the whole subject ie s great one, and worthy of
attention, claiming earnest thought and weried learning to
decide apon it in all its beariogs; it cannct be disposed of
by carieaturing ; it cannot be settled in deference to any
religious prepossession ; it muost be examined with open eyes,
and with the full eandour of mind which great subjecis
demand, and which great subjerts nobly repsy.

Some of the following papers treat of matters on which oo
man of scientific education can be mupposed at the present
duy to retain even a vestige of doubt. But thousands of per-
gons, whom in ordinary courtesy we must cell well-edocated,
although they know nothing of seience, hold opinions on
the Flood end the age of the world as irreconcilaabie with
the best-approved seientific conclusions as they ave with the
Darwinian Theory. In eppesling to the judgment of such
pereong, as well as in considering the messore of his own
powers, the present writer has thought it expedient to confine
himgelf, for the most part, to the clearcet and simplest argu-
ments, leaving on one eide the sabtle and intricate.

The letters coflected at the end of the volume may be
looked oo &8 short essays of & somewhat informal character,
The apology for reprinting them is this, that wheress in a
regular essay the writer sssumes his own standpoint, and
may he suspected of ignoving the vantage-ground of his
opponents, in replying to s correspondent he must, at least
to some extent, follow the lead of an entagonist, nod fight,
if he fights at sll, on the field which another has chosen.
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As T cannot reprint the varicus able compowitions which I
have attempted to answer, it will be fair, to one at least of
the writers, to remark that I have personal reasom to know
that he still retains the opinions of which I attempted to
disabuse him. He contrives to reconcile this cbdursey to
his owu intelligence by laying stress om the andid admission
made by Dorwinians, that the Theory of Development is for
the present thet which they call it,—s Tiheory, and not a
demonstration. No one pretends to answer folly every
objection that hay been urged sgainst the Theory. The
evidence in as yet incompletec By ite very nature if must
perhaps always to some extent remain so. The proof depends
in part upon analogy, which leads to conclusions poesible or
probable, rather than fo what in demonstrably certain.  Buot
the sdvocates of the Theory, remembering Bishop Dotler's
maxim, that *to us probability is the very guide of life/
endeavour to maintain that their opinions have far more than
that minimum of preponderanee which, in Butler's view, not
only justifies, but impoeriously exacts, the adhesion of resson-
able beings.

THGMAS B. R. STEEBING.

Torquay, Fab, 6, 1871,



NOTES to pp. 18 and 24,

It haa heen kindly polated cut to me by Me James Packer of
Oxford that there is an ervor in Mr. Darwln's saleulstion reproduoced
in page t3 of thia volume, Tpon the data sopplled, the Inoresss In the
number of elephanis there mentionsd would requite 7o yenrs Instend
of yo0. The further lncresse caleulatad in the emme page, woold in
like manner require seven of alght sdditionsl centurios Instesd of five.

Mr. Parker aléo suggenta that the sxpressfons fn page 34, * taken for
grantad, taught for crotarion,” serm to 1guore Blsbop Btllllngfleet and
other writars of his tirme, who ssw good reason for believing the Floed
in the dayn of Nouh not $o heve beon aoiversal. T am glad to explain that
I did not by any mesns lntemd to jmply that thevs wete no exceptions
to the general siate of opinion, for T sm well aware that thers are at
the present day some schools, s fowr ourserios, aod even ons or two
pulpits, inko which the troth on thin polnt has besn allowed to

penatrate,




