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INTRODUCTION

Title to land is based upon the deseription
contained in the deed conveying it. It is not
enough that the boundsaries should be accurately
surveyed: the land itself must be so described
in the deed ag to identify it without ambiguity
and beyond any possible doubt. The importanece
of & precise description iz enhanced when the
boundaries are partially or wholly unsurveyed:
it must then be so bounded that ali the surveyors
who may be employed in laying out the beundariea
shall find identical lines if their operations are
conducted with acouracy, and that the land lying
between the lines s0 located shail be the particular
piece of land which the parties to the deed are
intending to deal with. A surveyor who iz draft-
ing n description must be able to express what he
wishes to say in sentences that will admit of only
one interpretation; he must have & clear concep-
tion of what he has to describe, of the surveying
operations involved and of the exact meaning of
the words he is using, as interpreted by judicial
decisions.

The writing of descriptions cannot be governed
by absolute rules. Whether 8 piece of land should
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be described by adjoiners, or by land marks or
by the courses and length of the boundaries de-
pende upon & variety of circumstances: when in
doubt the surveyor should be guided by legal
advice., While it i3 true that most lawyers are
quite ignorant of the most elementary principles
of surveying, it is equally true that few surveyors,
if any, are able to understand the intricacies of a
complicated title. The codperation of surveyor
and lawyer is necessary.

One of the blessings of the Dominion Lands
System of SBurvey is that descriptions generally
assume such a simple form that the average sur-
veyor should have ne difficulty in writing them
if he will only take the trouble to conform to a
few rules.

In the pages which follow Mr. R. W. Cautley
has endeavored to formulate these rules: his
experience a8 & surveyor m active practice for a
number of years and subsequently as Burveyor
to the Land Titles Office at Edmonton having
given him exceptional opportunities, his views on
the questions involved are especially valuable,

E. Devrire,



PREFACE

While there are a great many standard works
on the subject of conveyancing, they deal, for
the most part, with the legal aspect of the subject,
with which a survey student has nothing to do.
At the same time all aurvey students in Canada
are required to pass an examination on * Descrip-
tions of Land,” which is one important branch
of the subject of conveyaneing. I have therefore
written the following text-book in the hope that
it may prove useful in helping murvey students
to get up the subject for their examination, and—
what is far more important—io realize the im-
portance of the subject, and, by further study of
it, to become capable of filling a more useful
position as a surveyor in after life. Writing
deacriptions of land is essentially a branch of sur-
veying and every complicated description should
be drawn by an authorized surveyor. Unfor-
tunately a great many surveyors are satisfied
with obtaining proficiency in field work, as the
moet important and luerative part of surveying,
and do not take the trouble to become proficient
in description writing, draughtsmanship, survey
law or any other kindred subject omce they have
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obtained their commission. I venture to say that
any surveyor, having just sequired his commis-
gion, who will devote a year or two to scquiring
a kmowledge of office work and general business
methods in & department of the Government, in
the land department of a railway system or in the
employ of any corporation having extensive deal-
ings in land, will find that the kmowledge so ob-
tained will open to him a wider field of oppor-
tunity that will more than compensate him for
the increased earnings which he might have had
by undertaking field work at once.

In studying thiz subject it ia important to note
the close connection between the practice of sur-
veying, the writing of descriptions of land and a
knowledge of the laws governing registration of
land titles. It is sheplutely easential that any
surveyor who undertalkes to write descriptions of
land in any given province must firet have a
Imowledge of the Heal Property Act in force in
that province.

6th July, 1913.
EpMoNTON, ALEERTA.




CONTENTS
Section Page
DEBCRIPTIONS BASED ON ACTUAL FURVEY 1-2 1
DESCRIPTIONS MUST REFER TO PLANS OF
T T 3 T
PLANS AND BOW TO REFER TO THEM,

ETBIEIRAT - oot et 45 ]
Departmental Plans. .. ........... 8¢ 11
HBubdivigion Plans. . .............. -9 13
Explanatory Plans. , . ............ 10-17 18
Railway Plans. .. .............c00 15-1% 23

UBZ OF NATURAL BOUNDARIES IN DEACRIP-

RO S e 20-26 27
{ee or woRDR “MOBE OB LEsS'' IN DE-

BORIPTIONB. .« v v vvvvaivrvnsrinas 26-20 M
UsE OF BEARINGS IN DESCRIFTIONE -3 37
DIEBORIPTION OF HEMATNDERS . . ., , ..... 40-42 48
DESCRIPTION BY EXCEPTION. .. ........ 4347 M
DESCRIPTION OF RAILWAY RIGHT oF way 48-50 50
ExcErTioN OF MINERALS TH DERCRIPTIONS 51 68
INTERPRETATION OF FAULTY DESCRIPTIONS 52-52 71
FORME OF PREAMBLE, . ....ooov i raunnns M 75

ExamprLEs, DERCRIPTION 0F:i—

city lot with appurtenant essement . 56 76
partition of two ety lota. ... ...... b6 77
part quarter section, ..., ... hE 82
part bounded by right of way. . 50 84
ordinary right of way. . 49 60
ﬂghtut'wnyhymetma.udbmmda 60 &85
additional right of way............ 62 &7
interior parcel of quarter section . .. 15 18






