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PREFACE.

Two of the Ifolluwiug letters have before ap-
peared in a respectable periodical publication,
in which the editor has impartially inserted the .
communications of writers of different opinions,
on the subject of emigration;* but as they may'
be said to be a continuation of former letters,
and connected with those now for the first time
published, I have thought properto insert them.

Readers who are desirous of forming just
opinions on this subject, are requested to bear
in remembrance the precise stations described
in the following pages. However unworthy
or base may have been the motives of cer-
tain writers, who have grossly calumniated
the English Settlement, there are others,

&

* Monthiy Repository, Aug, and October, 1830,
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to whom it would bc oncandid to impute
such motives. but who are chargeable with
misrepresentation, which appears to have
arisen from their not baving comsidered that
the spots they are describing are not those des-
cribed by others ; and that of coarse, it is not
fair to charge others with statements they bave
never made.

I kave publications before me im which Mr.
Birkbeck and my brother are charged with
nnfairness in their statements, becanse they do
not apply to the sitnations the writers had
- ghosen, one or which was fifty, and the other
four hundred miles from the English Senle-
ment. There are at the IMlinois as in almost
all other counfries, situations pleasant and
unpleasant, healthy and unhealthy, and that
émigraul. does pot act a very wise part, who
fixes on a station unless he had carefully exam-
ined it himself, or at least had the recommen-
dation of some intelligent friend who would

scom to mislead him,
Emigration to America, after all that has
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been written on the subject, and the various’
advantages it certainly presents to diﬂ'erer!t
classes of society, is an affair of such import-
ance, that those who propose it should se-
riously reflect on the turn of their own mind,
their disposition, habits, eircumstances, &e, .
Some who have emigrated to America find
themselves as unhappy there as they were in
their own country. Those who are averse to
labour, fond of luxuries, and wheze minds are
rivetted to the artificial distinctions of society
in Europe, have found to their cost, that Ame-
rica is not the country for them; and unless
they can learn wisdom, and form resolution
-sufficient to alter some of their habits, and if not
to despise, to regard with indifference most of
those distinctions, they can never be reconciled
to Republican manners and instititions. - Res.
- peeting a few persons of this descripiion at the
Illinois, one of the principal seftlers exclaimed:
—* What are such people come here for
For the Notes to the following letters; with '
“ all their imperfoctions on theikhéad® T am
b _
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solelyresponsible,—I am not without apprehen-’
sions that there may be even candid readers,-
who may think that iu my Reflections on Jnjfi-
delity, Civil Establishments of Religion, §c.
" Lhave somewhat wandered ‘out of my way i
to such readers 1 beg leave to offer a word or
two by way of apology. True religion, 1 con- '
sider as[the most important concern of life;
and were 1, when reflecting “on the state of
society which too generally characterizes this
globe, even its most civilized parts, and on the
various follies and vices which have so sadly
deformed mankiua—.—on the adversity of the
righteous, and the prosperity of the wicked,—
were I not, amidst such reflections, supported
by divine comsolations, suggested by a firm
belief in the Being and Providence of Go,
and of the truth of the christian system which
assures us that “all things shall be subdued
“ and reconciled to mim,” 1 should indeed be
« of all men the most miserable;* and, as [ am
firmly persuaded that the success of the gospel
is not more hindered by open infidelity than by
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the corruptions of christianity, I bave from the
circumstances which are stated in the following -
letters respecting the siate of religion at the
tinois, thought proper to express myself* on
the subject with my usval freedom. So little.
has been done towards the restoration of pri-
mitive christianity in this country for the two
past centuries, although there has been of late,
an unusual bustle in the religious world,—
so iuveterate are the evils resulting from
Stareceartand Prigsrerare united, that al-
though 1 believe with a firm and unshaken faith,
that the kingdoms of this world will become
‘the .{;énggic;ms of our Lord and of his Christ, -
I confess my ignorance as to the period, and
the means by which those glorious events pre-
dicted " in the sacred writings will be accom-
plished. I cannot however but indulge the
hope that mankind will, by observation and
experience, under the blessing of heaven, grow
wiser; and that in the formation of new settle-
ments, many of the evils referred to, may with
proper care be avoided. With this bope, I



