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PREFACE.

Mucw wit has been expended npon prefaces ;
and it hag sometimes happened that a whole
string of brilliants, constituting, perhaps, an
author's chiel ztock mn trade, has been ogtenta-
tiously displayed at the deor, as it were, of his
book, lurig the unzuspecting reader within,
only to find that the interior of the edifice had
been despoiled 1o ornament the vestibule.
Such introductions may be compnred to a large
fire, lighted at the_ mouth of a cavern, which
serves only 1o reveal the darkness within,
Their writers, if’ yet another metaphor may be
allowed, are like clocks at meridian ; they first
strike twelve, and aftervards preserve a low
and monotonous tickng.

A preface, indeed, is dangerous ground for
an anthor to tread upon. It should be short,
pithy, and to the point. It should hold out no
false promises 3 and should explain to that very
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exacting tribunal, the reading community, and
to their vigilant purveyors, the crities, the
claims to notice of the work which it intro-
duces. It should be unnssuming, concize, lucid,
and bold ; with a slight odor of incense for the
Very capacious nogirils of the Publie, and a
sort of gentle by your leave ™ flashing of gen-
uine wit,

Despairing of attaiuing such a standard, the
anthor of the following tale has determined
to write no preface ; although, out of regard to
precedent, he has affixed that name to what
might more properly be termed n postsenipt.
Like that ingenionz jewciler, however, who
recommended his washed” tinsel, by asserting,
in Yankee phrazeology, that the best purt of it
was gold, he wouln stmply say, that althongh
the following work i= n fiction, designed to ilfs-
trate & greal many fiiines, the hesl, or most
mnportant part of the incidents follows, with
reazonable fidelity, that interesting line of our
enrliest colonial history fo wlich public atten-
tion has of late been particularly directed.

New York. Octaber, 1848,
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CHAPTER I. .

Tite great State of New York, rejoicing now in its
separate soversignty, awd in its vast metropolis, the
conceded capital of the western world, and vieing in
resources, both of money and museles, with the old
nations of Burope, seems searce possibly the same
which, less than two ceatories ago, was the colonial
appendage alternately of Eugland and Holland, and
but lightly valsed by either.  Dut let it not lower thy
honest pride, oh vaunted Empire State | to remember
those earlier days, when, in the shuttlecock state of
thy existence, thou wast bandied abont [rom owner
to owner, now seized by force, and now, o mere make-
weight, thrown in to zellle some more important bar-
gain.  And thou, oh gorgeous city of Manhattan|
mart of natiens | blush not to own thy former sell in
a small provineial town, elustered around its parent
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