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PREFACE

The Ameriean Chureh History Seminar at the Catholic
University of Ameriea is not prineipally an informational
course of study but a training ground in historieal research
by personal work on the part of the student guided by
the professor. The work donme comprises an introduction to
the study of ecelesiastieal history together with a special sub-
jeet of research for each student. In this seminar the sourees
and materials for the study of American Chureh history
necessarily receive special attention.

During my first year at the University, Dr. Guilday drew
my attention to the study of those Foreign Mission societies
which had so liberally eontributed to the Chureh of the United
States, and to their published eollestions of sourees which were
rich in historical material for onr Chureh.

Sinee 1915, the Director of the Seminar has had the plan
in mind of encouracing some of the students to devoie them-
selves to a study of these published colleetions, and also
to research-study in the arehives of these Societies. His re-
search year in the Archives of Propaganda impressed upon
him the necessity of similar researches in the Archives of the
Soeiety for the Propagation of the Faith of Lyons and
Paris, and in those of the Leopoldine Assoeiation of Vienna
and the Ludwig-Missionsverein of Munich.

As a member of the Beminar during the seholastic year
{1919-1920), and as Dr, Guilday's eompanion in Burope dor-
mg the long vacation of 1920, 1 had splendid opportunitios
of following out his plan. Before departing, T consulted Mgr.
Freri, the American Delerate of the Society for the Propa-
gation of the Faith. [ found him in eordial sympathy with
the project, and he provided me with a letter to M. Alex-
andre Guaseo, the General Seeretary of the Central Couneil at
Paris, 1 ealled uwpon M, Guaseo in June, 1920, and was
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vi Preface

reecived with his customary urbanity, He permitted me 10
stody in the office of the Central Council and facilitated my
worle with his dircetion which was of speeial value by virtue
of his long acquaintanee with the activities of the Society.

The Annales de la Propegetion de tn Fod, which have been
published sivee the foundation of the Seeiety in 15822, contain
a very extensive colleetion of letters dealing with the Church
in the United Btates. 1t was guite natoral that these pub-
lished doenmentg should be stodied fivst: and this study im-
pressed upon me the faet that the unpublished material for
any diocese in the United States or, indeed, for all the dioceses,
was mueh more vast than secholars realize, At an cavly date
I pxpressed this convietion to the General Seeretary, but owing
to various diffieulties which arvose T did not sueeewd in obtain-
ing aeccess 1o the unpublished doenments notil after the New
Year, 1921,

Onee beoun on the work of sifting all this unpublished ma-
terial, the subject beeame more diffienll of treatment; for no
one seholar conld eopy all the eorrespondence of the American
bishops to the Society during the last hundred years, It
wonld take an experienced seeretary at least three years to
copy all this material.

At fivst the dessiers containing the letters from the Ameri-
eun diogeses were studied in alphabetical order. Later, this
plan was abandoned in Taver of the dossiers eontaining the
letters from the fourteen Ameriean arehdiocescs, together
with those from other dioeeses evidently of conziderable im-
portanee, either by virtue of their connection with the foun-
dation of the Bociety or the length of years in which they
Lind reecived aid from the Soeiety, or on aesconnt of the con-
spicnious importanee of some of their hishops.

Lister, it developed that the correspondence from Americy
before the yesrs 18321838 Jdid not exist in the Paris Arehives.
Tenee the veeessily arose of visiting Lyons with the lhope of
finding this material there. Owing lo the danger thai these
avchives would be confiseated by the Government at the time
of the Associations Coltuelles (19063, all the documents had



Preface vii

been packed in eases and shipped to Fribourg, Switzerland,
where they still remained, '

With gracious co-operation, M. Valerian Groffier, General
Secretary of the Central Couneil of Lyons, was kind enough
Lo o to Fribourg for tho express purpose of finding this
material for my thesis. The result was that | have the most
important doeoments from 1822 o 1538, which have never
been published i the Awnales. Monseirneur Biéchetoille,
President of the Central Couneil of Liyons, gave me copies of
valuable documents concerning Pauline-Marie Jarieot and the
foundation of the Society.

After these letters had been procured, however, it be-
came evident that additional material might be Toeated in
the archives of the Superior Couneil. These archives disap-
peared in the Revolution of 1830, and no traee of them re-
mains. In order elearly to eslablizsh the relationship between
the Society and the Saered Congregation de Propaganda Fude
it was necessary to visit Rome where Cardinal Van Rossum,
the Prefeet of the Congregation, made it possible for me to
procurs all the impertant data on this point,

From the ontset, the plan had been to treat the Society’s
foundation, organization, administration and accomplish-
ments in the world in an introduetory chapter, and to confine
o the body of the work the story of those results which conld
be traced to the financial aid the Sociely had given to the
dioceses of the United States. The large number of dicceses
which had reeeived assistance from the Soelety and the length
of years over which this assistance was distributed, together
with the impassibility of transeribing all the documents re-
rarding these dioceses rendersd this plan far too extensive.
Some limitation had to be devised, A geographieal limitation
was not satisfactory, becanse there eonld be very litile eon-
nection between the story of the foundation of the Bociety
and its results in any restricted part of the Vnited States.
A limit in time also involved o lack of proportion in the work,
sinee there was a dearth of material for some dioceses and a
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large guantity for others. A suitable terminus od quem
might neeessitnte the selection of the First Plenary Couneil
of Baltimore (1852), but this would reguire too lencthy a
work for a doetoral dissertation. Even the arbitrary time
limit of the first ton years involved many of these diffienlties

It wag found neecessary, before treating the results of the
Hociety s contribution to Ameriea, to endeavor eritically to
clear up the mooted gquestions eonnected with the fonndation
of the Soeicty, In addition to this, ils ond, its means, its
organization, its development through the encouragement and
eonperation of the Holy See and the Episeopate, its aceom-
plishments in evangelization, in edueation and in works of
charity, and its services to eivilization and seienes, together
with its allied setivities, reguired a great deal of detailed
exposition.

Moreover, coming as it does, in the eentenary year of the
Soeiety, it was found desirable to give in these pages a general
conspectus of the Society s accomplishments in the five con-
tinents of the world, and to pestpone until later the story of
its eontribution to the Ameriean Chureh,

Grateful acknowledgment is due to Rev. Dr. Peter Guil-
day, my major professor, to whom I owe my historieal train-
g, It was only by virtue of his generoms eonnsel, his
direetion and assistance, that T was enabled to ecomplete this
CSEAY.

Special  thanks are doe to Monsignor Freri, whose
kind enconragement and cooperation were necessary at egvery
gtage of the research and the ecomposition.

In Paris the Central Coaneil of the Society has for some
forty years been under the direetion of M. Alexandre
Guasco, the General Seeretary.  Undoubtedly, this gentleman
iz better acguainted with every detail in eomneetion with the
history of thizs Soeiety than any man living, After all these
years ol seli-sacrificing serviee to the missionary eause, dur-
ing which he has published a number of books om the snb-
jeet, M. Guaseo was the one person eapable of direeting this
work. No doubt I caused o considerable amount of labor and



