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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

TuEe publication of a second edition of this book
has given an opportunity to bring it up to date
Additions have been made to several chapters, fizures
have been altered, and one new chapter added.
Aside from these necessary changes no aticmpt has
been made to re-write the book,

The author wishes once more to rccond his great
indebtedness to his friend, the late Idr. Hart, who
read the proofs of the first edition ; also to Dr. W, E.
Smith and Dr. R. B. Ewan, the latter of whom made
a number of sugpestions for the second edition, the
majority of which have been incorporated in the text.

In sending out this book again the auther's wish is
that it may lead many of cur peaple to take a deeper
interest in our wonderfu) heritage in Sz-Chuan, and
may perhaps turn the thoughts of some young men
and women to China as a field for life-service.

Toronto, March, rpos.



INTRODUCTION TO THE THIRD
LDTTEHON,

Since “The Heart of Sz-Chuan™ was first
issued, two large editions have been exhausted,
and the demand, so far from abating, seems to
be on the increasc. This is a remarkable testi-
mony not only te the merits of the book itself,
but to the deep aud growing interest of our
yvoung people in the West China Mission, When
the second edition went 1o press, a number of
changes and additions were made so as (o bring
the contents down to date, and as condilions
are rapidly changing in the Middle Kingdom, it
seems as though further additions would he in
order : but the author himself is now a laborer
in the field he so graphically described, and much
time would be consumed in baving the book
revised by lim who wrote it.  But such re-
vision is, after all, nunecessary, The numerous
interesting letters fromm individual missionaries,
published in the Briletin and elsewhere, have
kept the young people, and indeed the whole
Chureh, informed of the progress of the work,
anid all that is needed at the present time is some
ceneril statements respecting existing conditions
by way of emphasizing the Church’s duty in this
day of large oppottunity,

Years ago a noted statesman said, * When
China moves, the whole world will move,” In
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Introduction to the Third Edition

the light of passing events the words seem almuost
prophetic. For the first time in centuries China |
is moving with a rapidity that is simply Dhe-
wildering, Change is following on the heels of
change, and what the near future may have in
store one may vaguely conjecture but ecannot
predict.  As yet there is only a partial awakeu-
ing and some half-conscious movements, like
one who stirs in unquiet sleep, but it may he
taken as a foregone conclusion thatl these move-
ments  will gather—are gathering—increased
momentum, and when China’s four hundred
millions are in motion the waorld will shake be-
neath their tread, The magnitude of the prahlem
15 simply appalling, The conditions are un-
paralleled except, it atay be, among the peasants
of Russia, Tgnoraut. superstitious, immoral,
without leaders, without religious or national
ideals, blown to and fro by strong gusts of pas-
sion and prejudice, there is not, perhaps, on the
tnce of the globe a peaple less capable of intelli-
gent  self-government.  When such a people
break with their past and begin to move in
masses on new and untried paths, it may he like
a stampede of wild ecattle on the plains—they
will trample down evervthing that stands in
* their way.

The causes which have hrought abaut exist-
ing conditions in China are chiefly twofold—
national and religions. Her defeat in the war
with Tapan opened the unwilling eyes of the



