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FIFTEENTH REPORT

oF THR

TRUSTEES OF THE CITY HOSPITAL,

WITH BEPORTE OF THE SEUPERINTENDENT AND PROFES-
. BIONAL BTAFF, RULIE IR ADMIBSIONS
© AND DIBOHARGES, BTO.

Boanp oF TrrsTERs FOoR 1878-9.
Alderman — J. A, Tuoker, 5
Councilmen — J. J. Barry, ghlectafsg;nuary !
: P. F. Mo(Garagle, =
At Large —  George W, T'ope, President,
. H. Spragus, Secrefary,
Timothy J. Dacey, '
John Goldthwait (term expives May 1, 1879),

Francie F. Emery (térm expires May 1,
18793,

J. H. Upham.

Boarp or ConsurTig PEYRIOTANS ARD SURGHONS.
Edward Reynolds, M.D. Fitch L. Qliver, M.D.
Benj. K, Cotting, M.D. Benj. Cusghing, M.D.

J. Baxter Upham, M.D. A D. Sinclale, M,D.
Tar Hosriran Starr.
Lesident Physician and Superintendent.
Edward Cowles, M.D.
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Visiting Physicians.

John G. Blake, M.D. (eorge J. Arnold, M.D,
Hall Curtis, M.D. Frank W. Draper, M.D.
Geo. H. Lyman, M.D. 0, W. Doe, M.D.

C. Ellery Stedman, M.D. A, L. Mason, M.D.

Fr-Jr Iheeases of the Nervons Syslem.
E. T. Edes, M.D. . 5. G. Webbar, M.D.

Visiting Suirgeons.

Chas. D. Homans, M.D. W. C. B. Fifield, M.D.
-David W, Cheever, M.IY.  Williem Ingalls, M.D.
Wm. H. Thorndike, M.I).  George W. Gay, M.D.

Ophihalmic Surgeons.
Heory W, Williams, M.D.  Oliver F. Wadsworth, M.D.

FPhysicians to Out-Patients.
A. M, Sumner, M.D. Geo. B. Shattuck, M.D.

Surgeons o Out- Patients.
Thomas Dwight, M.D. W. P. Bolles, M.D.

Cui-Patienl Depavimend for Diseases of Women.
. E. Boardman, M.D. J. B. Chadwick, M.D.

Ont-Patient Department for Disenses of the Shin.
Edward Wiggleswerth, M.D.

Out- Patient Department for Discases of the Ear.
J. Orne Green, M.D.

Out- Patient Departmend_for Dizeases of the Nervous System.
James H. Denny, M.D.

Out-Patient Deparément for Diseases of the Throat.
E. W. Cushing, M.D,

Pathologist.
E. G, Cutler, M.D.
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House Physicians,

L. H. Plympton,
H. W. Broughton,
M. H. Prince,

C. W. Heddock,
H. Hun.

Medioal Externes,
W. B. Plait,
H. L. Burrell.
Ophthalmic Interne.
5. E. Wyman,

Housze Surgeons.

W. W, Seymour,
W. H. Holmes,
G T. Keene.

Surgical FExternas.
A. 8. F. Chisholm,
E. F. Dunhar.
Onlithalmic Externe.
G. C. Clement.



4 } Crry DooumesT No. 80.

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES.

Crrr Hosprran, BosTow, April 30, 1879,

To tae Hovorasre Criry CousciL : —

The Beard of Trustees of the City Hospital, in compliance
with the Ordinences, reapectfully present herewith their

Fifteenth Annual Report,

Number of patients mmmmng in the F{us[]ltal
30, 1878 . .
Admltied durmg the year—
Medical i
Surgical - - . . .
Ophthalmic - . . .

Treated during the } war
Discharged
Died

Remaining in Hospital, April 80, 1879 .

Largest numhber in Hospital at any time . .
Smagiee&t number in Hospital at any time
Daily average number of patients .
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Number of visita to the Hospital made by each clasa: —

Medical disesses . : , y ’ ’ . 3,980
Surgieal @ - . . . . . 11,715
Disenses of the Fya . - - . . . 10,720
" v Tar . 2 = r ? 1,748

i ¢ Bkin, 12 mcnths . . e - 1,670

i of Women . % . i i 712

“ & Neryous Syatﬂm . ¥ ¥ ; 470

o ¢ the Throat . ‘ ; ; . " 807
31,822

The report of the Superintendent and Regident Physician,
presented herewith, containa, besides other information, a
statement of the expenditures of the year, and is accompa-
nied by the reports of the medical staff. These roports give
details in regnrd to the number of putients treated in the
Hogpital and as out-patients during the year, with classified
atatements of their discases and the results of treatment.

The whole nuinber of patients in the Hospital during the

" year was 4,631, and they were under frestment an average of
24.42 days each, making a iotal of 105,608 days, or 15,056.6
weeks, The entire enst of maintaining the Hospital during
the yesr, ipcluding every expenditure, excepting the cost of
additions and reconstruction of buildings, waa

at the rate of $7.85% per week . . .. $117.856 45
But of the pa.t.‘mnts espumerated abuve,

288 paid, for 9694 weeks' board . . 7,820 43
Lenving, therefore, the sum of . . - $110,038 03

as the cost to the city of treating 4,543 non-paying patients,
tor a total of 14,1174 weelks, which is at the rate of §$7.18
per week., DBut, by averaging the net cost of maintaining
the Hoapital for 'the year among all the patients treated, we
find the average coat to the city, of board for each patient.,
was $7.20} per week.

The report of the' Superintendent explains in detail the
expenditures made during the year in mnintaining the Hos-
pital. As will be saen by the above statements and figures,
and by comparison with previous repoerts, the Hospital has,
during the past year, ministered to the wants of an increased
number of peraons whe have been treated at a decrensed cost
per capita. This result indicates greater economy and effi-
ciency in the management of the ﬁospital. gratifying to the

- Trustees and ereditable to its officers.
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During the past year the work of reconstruction of the six
wards of the old medical and surgical buildings has been
completed. New dining-rooms, Dath-rooms, and water-
closets have been built in these wards, and new ventilating
shafts have heen constructed, extending from the bascment
to the roofs, on which monitor roof: have been built, eon-
nected with ‘the wards below by the veotiloting shafts. .
Thege changes have greatly improved the sunitary condition -
of these buildings, and secured for them excellent ventila-
tion. New medicine closets, linen elosete, and closets for
patiént&’ clothing, all well ventilated, have been huilt in
these wards, adding muoch to the convenience of the service.
The greater portion of the plumbing of the six wards of the
old medical and surgical buildings has been removed, nnd
new and improved work substituted. The basement rooms
of the central building hnve been much improved by the
removal of all plastering, furring, and sheathing from the
walls, and substituting plastering on the hrick walls, making
the place more cleanly. New dining-rooma have been fitted
up for the nurses and for the employds; and work is in
progress upon the new dispénsary, and office of the steward,
which will make these roome morc commodious and con-
venient, and botter suited for their purposes.

Attention is called to the recommendations of the Superin-
tendent in his aonczed report, advising the taking of meas-
ures to secure additional land for future hespital purposes,
and also to his report and recommendntions concerning the
Truining School for Nurses, opened in Janovary, 1878, under
the immediate charge of Miss Linda Richards, in whose
bands it has made excellent progress in accomplishing the
ohjects for which it was established. 1t is the testimony of
all connected with the Hospital that this school hus been
instrumental in raising the character and cfficiency of the
purges. The Trustees regard these suggestions of the Su-
perintendent as valuable and worthy of careful consideration.

Mr. Samuel M. Nesmith hag faithfully and acoeptably
performed the duties of Steward, to which office ho was
appointed by the Trustees in October. The office of Apathe-
cary was vacated Ly Mr. Charles E. Noyes last November,
anliythe duty of the office has heen satistactorily done by the
Assivtant Apothecary. In March, Dr. Edward Cowles,
Resident Physician and SBuperintendent, resigned his office,
to take effect June 1, 1879. Dr. Cowles haz filled this posi-
tion during the past sever years with great ability and sue-
cogs, and in & manner which has given him a deservedly
high reputation as a Hospital Superintendent. His retire-
ment from the Hoapital 1a sincerely regretted by the Trus-
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tees and sall others connected with the Hospital., His advice
and knowledge of sanitary science and of the needs of the Hos-
pital, were invaluable in the erestion of the new Hoapital build-
ings, in 1875, and in the reconstruction of the old buildings.
Many improvements in ventilativn, and new methods of ad-
ministration, which have proved by experience to be in the
highest degree suceessful, have been introduced by him, and
the Hospital service and discipline have been greatly im-

roved by his wise snnd able management. Dwr. Cowles
eaves the Hospitsl to assume the Superintendency of the
McLean Asylum at Somerville. *

Early in the year the Hospital suffered the loss of one of
tha oldest members of the Board of Consulting Physicians and
Surgeons, — Silas Durkee, M. )., — who died in the month
of July, 1878. The following rcecluticns were adopted by
the Board of Trustees: —

Fhereas, By the dlaponzation of an all-wiza Providence, the City
Hospital has lost by death from its Board of Consalting Physicians and
Burgeons, Silas Durkee, M. 1., ong of its first membars,

eanfped, That we, the Trustecs of the Iloapilal, hareby express oor
sympathy with his family in this bereavement, and our apprecintion of
his early and contimued interest in the Hespitsl, in its fomndation and
after suceeas ; and our slncave paspect for his marmary.

FRegalved, That a copy of these resclutions be sent to his family.

Dr, Durkee, by his will dated December, 1864, and proved
Februnry, 1879, provided for the support of two surviving
members of his family during their lives, and mude the
Boston City Hospital his residuary legutee by the following
clause in his will: —

All the rest and rezidue of my estatea and property, I give, devisa,
and bequeath to the city of Boston, to have and to hold the same to
said eity of Boston and its puecessors . ., in trust, for the benefit
of the Boston City [oapital forever.

Another vacaney was made in the Consulting Board during
the year by the removal from the city of J. Nelson Borland,
M.D., and in April the two vacancies were fillad by election
of A, D. Binclair, M.D., and Ben]. Cushing, M.D.

The vacaney existing st the beginning of the year in the
out-patient department for disenses of the nervous system,
was filled by the election of 0. F. Ragers, M.D., who after-
wards resigning, J. H, Denny, M.D., was elected to the
office in the month of November, 1878,

The Trustees gratefully acknowledge the many evidences
of continued interest in the Hospital, which its friends have
given during the past year, by gifts of flowers and books,



